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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m, and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED
By the Premier: Report of
Commission on Meat Supply.
By  the Jinister for Agriculture :
Antual Report of Department of Agri-
culture, 190708,

Royal

By the Minister for Works: By-laws
of the Kalgoorlie Roads Board.
By the Minister for Mines: Amend-

ed Regulations under the Mines Regu-

Intion Act.

QUESTION—-LAXDS ADJACERT TO
RAILWAYS.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1,
What area of first-class Crown lands
situated within 12 miles of our exisiing
railways is available for seleetion in
W.A.? 2, Where ave such areas avail-
able?

The PREMIER replied: I think the
hon. member will recognise that this
question is rather a large order eonsider-
ing the short notice. The answers I have
here are:—1, About 632,000 acres. 2,
Chiefly on the Eastern line. East of
Cunderdin, and in the Bridgetown dis-
friet.

QUESTION—RAILWAY COAL RCP-
’ PLIES, COLLIE.

Mr. JOHNSOXN asked the Minister
for Railways: 1. When did the last
contract between the Collie coal mines
and the Railway Department for the
supply of coal expire? 2, Under this
contraet did the Collie Proprietary Co.
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suppiy 47 per cent. of the orders! 3,
What was the average amount paid
monthiy to this company? 4, What
was the average umounf paid monthly
Lo the eompany supplving the second
highest guantiiy! 3. Why did the Col-
lie Coal Proprietary o, veeeive  this
special consideration! 6. Why  were
new tenders not ealled at expiration of
lasl eontraet? 7, When will fresh ten-
ders he called! 8. Dues the (lavern-

ment not consider that encouragement
should be given (o  those who have
slruggled to pioneer an expurt tvade?

9. If so, will they endeavour to arrange
a wore eqyuitable distribution of orders?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, 31st August. 1908, 2, Yes.
3. £2,164 2s. 4d. (exclusive of “nuts”).
4, £899 13x, 4d. (exclusive of “nuts”).
5. When the vontracts were in course of
prepavation during the latter parvt of
1905, the Proprietary conl was recognised
as being the hest in the market, in fact
that company’s tender for the whole sup-
ply was aecepled, subjeet to certain con-

dittous as to an industrial agreement,
which, however, the company did not
complete. Prior to the present distribo-

tion. the proportions were: FProprietary
50 per cent.. (‘o-Operativa 20 per cent,
Senttish 13 per cent. Cardiff 15 per cent.
In revising the distribution, and settling
the present basis of Proprigtary 45 per
cent., and 33 per cent. equally between
the other three companies, these elreum-
stances were cousidered. 6, As the Gov-
ernment have fixed the price of Collie
coal on its relafive svnlue to Neweastle
caal 11 was not eonsidered necessary to
call for tenders. 7, It is hoped that
tenders will e called for supplies from
the 1st February. 1910. 8, Yes, 9, It
is intended that the present basis of dis-
tribution should he revised.

QUESTIONS — TUBERCLULOSIS IN
COWS,
Commission,

Mr. HOPKINS asked the Premier,—
1, Will the Government agree to the ap-
pointment of a connnisston of practical
men to supervise the slaughter of a rea-
sonable number of cows condemned by
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the Central Board as being unfit for
dairying purposes? 2, If s0, will the
Government place at the disposal of the
commission the servieces of all the certifi-
cated veterinary surgeons in the State to
enable such commission to take evidence
and report upon—{a.) The rectitunde or
otherwise of the slaughter of the con-
demned amimals. (b.) What compensa-
tion, if any, should be paid to owners.
{a.} To submit the Government cattle
at Brunswick State Farm io the same
test as has been applied to the loeal
dairies, and to advise in a similar man-
ner as to their retention or disposal?
The PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment have already offered to slanghter a
numher of cows, if requesied to do so
by the owners, in the presence of any
person appointed by the dairymen, and
of the Government veterinary surgeon.
It is concidered therefore, that il would
be unneeessary to appoint a commission
for this purpose. It is intended to fest
the eows at the Brunswick State Farm.

Tests.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Alinister for
Agrienlture: 1, Did Mr. Devine pur-
chase nine cows from the Department
of Agriculture? 2, Do the records of
the Stock Department show that these
cows were tested by the Central Board
of Health last June, with the result that
six were condemned and ordered to be
isolated? 3. Were they again tested in
July, and did they again react, and was
the temperature of one cow so far above
normal that it was decided that the ani-
mal was badly affected with tubereu-
losis? 4, Did this cow die from impae-
tion of the stomach, and was the ear-
case examined by an officer of the Stock
Department? 3, If so, who was the
oflicer, and is it fime that he reported
that he failed to discover the slightest
trace of tubercular disease?

The HONORARY MIXNISTER ve-
plied: My, Devine purchased 9 head of
cows from the Department of Agricul-
ture during the period of Aungust, 1987,
to Jannary, 1908. The Stock Department
have no vecords that these were tested
hv the Central Board of Health in June.
but it is stated that they were so tested,
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and that 6 were isolated on account of
having re-acted to the tuberenlin test,
Five of these animals were again re-
tested in July, and two only re-acted to
the test. The sixth cow, owing to its
having a temperature above normal, was
not re-tesied. This animal has since
died, and the poest mortem which was
made by Veterinary Surgeon Syrett, an
officer of the Agriculture Department,
goes to show that death was due to an
accumulation of Loreign maiter in the
digesfive tract, and he also pointed out
that no trace of tuberculosis could be dis-
cavered. In eonnection with the infected
eows which had been in the herd for
several months, it 1s possible that if they
are afteeted with the disease, it may have
been eontracted since thev have been in
contaet with the general hevd, as it is
known that one at least of Mr. Devine’s
cattle has Dbeen destroved for tubereu-
losis since he purchased eows from the
Department of Agriculturve.

QUESTION—SHEEP IMPORTATION.

Mr. HOPKINS asked the Minister for
Agrviculture: 1, In view of the congested
nature of the sheep market in the South-
Western Division, which must become
more emphasised as the season advances,
will he vefrain from the importation of
additional sheep, at least for the vest of
this year? 2, Does the Minister not deem
it a more prndent course to induce be-
ginners to purchase loeal lambs from local
hreeders at the present reduced rates in
preference to ineurring the greater risks
attendant on the handling of imported
ewes? 3, If he is of that opinion will he
imstruet that necessary action be taken
with a view to relieving the present glut
of lambs and young sheep offering on the
local marlets?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, T am not aware that the store
sheep market is congested, although pas-
toraligis have had diffienlty in disposing
of their fat stock. We have practically
filled all requests for sheep now on our
books and shall not. in eonsenuence, be
importing sheep during the present year.
None have been imported since April
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last. 2, I do not deem it prodenti to
purchase loeal lambs for distribution
aimung small holders who desive to make
a profit from their purchases during the
coming vyear. There wounld be far
vreater risk in breeding from loeal
lambs than in handling imported ewes.
As a matter of fact the last 4,000 ewes
distributed were purchased within the
State. 3, Answered by 1 and 2.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
PINGELLY.

Mr. HOPKINS asked the inister for
Works: 1, What seheme does the Works
Departinent propoese to adopt in regard to
a water supply for the town of Pingelly?
2, What is the estimated cost of the pro-
posed extension from York? 3, What is
the estimated cost i eonnection with the
loeal scheme proposed? Will the action
proposed to be taken be of service dur-
ing the present sunmer?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, A surveyv has been completed
and plans are being prepared for a
gravitation scheme from catchment; its
practicability depends upon the rateable
value of the district served. 2, A supply
of 24,000 gallons daily would eust
£26,000. Pumping would be necessary
and would add materially to the anpual
cost. 3, Completed seheme £10,000, mod-
ified scheme £6,000, 4, The proposition
with its obligations will be placed before
the disltrict in Januarvy.

QUESTION— STATE BATTERY,
MESSENGER'S PATCH.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has the Minister decided upon
the elass of public battery to be erected
at Messenger’s Patch? 2, When will a
start be made to erect the plant?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, No. 2, About the end of Janu-
ary.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 3).
Introduced by fthe Jdttorney General
and read a first time.

[18 DrcemsEr, 1908.]

Annual Estimates. 115%
ANNCUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Committeg of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, M.
Daglish in ihe Chair.

Vote—Joint
£7.169:

Mr, JACOBY: Ti was desirable that
members should he given some informa-
tion as to the cost of funelions incidental
to  the opening and elosing of Parlia-
ment. He had come (b the conelusion
that a much simpler form of proceeding
would be more in aceordance with the
ideax of the people and certainly more
in accordauce with the finaneial position
of tle State.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was raising o questton wnder the wrong
division: it should he raised when the
tetimates dealing with State ceremonials
were hefore the Committee.

Mr. JACOBY : It was bis infention
right through the discussion on the Esii-
mates te give his vote in ihe directivn
of economy wherever it could be reason-
abiy effected. He wished to refer 1,
the cost of printing the reports of de-
bates in Parliament. In South Australia
the reporting of the debates and the
printing of those reports cost £2400 per
annum. whereas in Western Australia
aceording to the Estimates before the
Committee il ran into £3,808, or in other
words £1.408 more than in South Aus-
tralia . The Printing Committee he
thought ounght to look into this matter
with the view to seeing if they could nci
save this sum. There were some advan-
tages in the syslem in vogne in South
Australia, where the newspapers by eon-
tract veported the Parliamentary debates.
One advantage gained under the South
Australian system, and vne which ap-
pealed to him was that no matter on
which side of the House an argument
was rawsed il was reported to ihe people
of the State verbatim; so the people there
had an vpportunity of reading not only
the arguments unsed on the Ministerial
side but those used by the members of
the Opposition. The newspapers took
verbatim reports of the proceedings, anil
these were published daily in the Press.
Proof copies of speeches were suppliel

Houses of Parllament,
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to members for corrvection just as they
were here: s too a similar number of
weekly volumes were distribnted, and
later on the completed volumes were
bound and disiributed. These were ihe
two advantages that appealed to him in
the system as against (hat obtaining in
Western Australia: First, a considerahle
saving, and secondly an impartial report
of the proeeedings of the House daily
given to the people of the State. Pos-
sibly as a result of that system the peo-
ple of South Australia were particularly
well informed on all politieal questions.
Under the system in vogue in Western
Australia Mimsters got excellent reports
in ihe daily papers, but the instrue-
tions issued in the newspaper offices were
that except in the case of Ministerial
speeches only short reporfs were to be
given. He had no complaints to make
on this seore; because he himself had
always been well treated by the news-
papers.

The TREASURER : While quite
agreeing with the hon. member that the
cost of Hansard might be deereased, it
seemed to him that the better way of
bringing about that desirable result
would be by shortening the speeches
made. For instance. a ten minutes’ limit

“in the House would materially reduce
the cost of Hansard. The svstem
adapted in South Australia, he under-
slood, was not eonsidered so satisfactory
as the member for Swan appeared to
think. He (the Treasurer) desired to
point out to the Commitiee that the cost
of Hansard had come down from 12s. 1d.
per page in 1903-6 to Gs. 10d. per page
in 1907-8. while the toial eost had been
reduced from £1,994 in 1906-7 to £1.240
in 1907-S. 1In these two years the actual
volume of reporting had - been prelty
well the same, so the comparison in eost
wag very much in favowr of the last year.
Tn respect to the suggestion made hy the
member for Swan  the question was,
would hon. members be satisfied with the
newspaper reports? Again, what would
De the eost of reporting under the South
Australian syvstem as applied to Western
Aupstralia?  Personally, he would like to
see the east of Hansard redueed by one-
half: but he felt sure that no report
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outside our own slaff wounld be safisfac-
tory to members. Some steps might bhe
taken in the direction of eurtailing the
cost by enrtailing the time of speaking.

Mr. SCADDAXN: There was a Print-
ing Committee in existence, and if the
member for Swan could make any sug-
gestion to that Committee in the diree-
tion of redocing the cost of Heansard he
could vely upon his suggestion being
fully eonsidered.

The PREMIER: Some 12 months ago
the Printing Commiftee had had pre-
pared a report on this very subject of
the cosi of Hunsard; and the eclerk of
the House when in the Eastern States
had obtained the fullest information in
regard to the method in vogue in South
Australia. To the best of his (the Pre-
mier’s) recollection the report had not
been ai all favourable to the adoption
of the South Australian system. As a
vesult of their investigations the Prinling
Committee ltad made certain recommen-
dations, but they were more in respect,
to the advisability of curtailing the num-
bers of Hansard distributed. As a re-
sult of a motion moved in the House of
Commoens recently, a return  had  been
prepared dealing with the possible limi-
tation of speeches made in Parliament’
The Colonial Office had sent out to West-
ern Australia a eopy of that relurn and
he (rhe Premier) had forwarded it on to
the Printing Committee for iheir infor-
mation. Tn New Sooth Wales the Stand-
ing Orders provided that on motions for
the adjowrnmeni of the House the mover
and  the Minister first speaking were
limited to 30 minutes each, while any
other member had only 15 minutes. Tn
New Zealand Standing Order 108 pro-
vided that no member could =peak
for more than half-an-hour at a time, ex-
cept in debates on the Address-in-Reply,
the Financial Stalement, or motions of
want of confidence.

Mr. WWALKER : The member for
Swan in drawing attention to the costi
of the Heansard staff had not made suffi-
cient inquiries. A refurn published in
1903-4 by Mr. Rason gave the cost of the
Hansard staff in the varions Siates
of the Commonwealth. In this State
the e¢ost was £1,850 ; in Queensland ii was
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£2. 441 In New Soputh Wales, £3,613 ;
in South Australia, the State referred to,
£1.919; and in Vietoria, £2,825.

Mr. Jaceby: 1 was gquoting last year's
figures.

Mr. WALKER :  Another point was
that the payment of our Hansard staft
included the payment for the reporting
of select commiitees. In all ather States
that did not show in the cost of Hansard
but  was paid for as an extra and
amounted to a considerable s daring
the course ot a long session.  We were
running vur Harsurd cheaper than any
other State in the Compuonwealth, and
our Hansard staff was  underpaid if
we compared the figures paid to the
leaders and other menmbers of the
staffs in other Siates, But  apart
from that, it would be very serious to re-
commene to the Printing Committee that
they should even cvonsider the propositivn
of having the debates published by a
newspaper.  One had only to take up
a copy of the debates published by a
newspaper in South Australia to see that
the method was unsatisfactory. Not only
was the South Australian Hansard
printed in wretched type not condueive
to the evesight. hnt the cundensation was
extraordinary and most  disappointing,
and sometimes not too aceurate. It was
said that Sir Edmund Barien, after be-
ing reported by some of the staffs of the
Adelaide papers, complained that he
could not recognise his speech, Tn these
ciremnstances, we should not make any
recommendation whatever. We ought to
he prowd of our Hansurd staff. and of
all the advantages we had at such a
elight enst compared with the other
Btatex. and there was no advantage in
eavilling or talking n: had heen doune.

Mr. BATH: The arrangement made in
South Australia would not he suitable
here. Tt we contracted with the metro-
politan  journals to print the FHansard
reportz. it would noi he a sunitable ar-
rangement. hecause the metropolitan
morning papers had little or no cirenla-
tion on the goldfields. and we wonld have
to make another contraet with a daily
paper cireulating on the goldfields.

Mr. Jacoby : They would still eet
their usual reporis,
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My, BATH: But there would bhe in-
justice. 1f the contract was made with the
metropolitan morning papers, and it was
the only availahle Harsard report, it
would practically deny it to the Eastern
Goldfields, and the same remarks would
apply to the Murchison Goldfields where
the metropolitan papers had a ecompara-
tively small eireulation. So, while in
Adelaide the centralisation of newspaper
enterprise might provide some workable
arrangement there, he would not like to
see in Western Australia any provision
that would wmve a monopoly to the met-
ropolitan dailies, awd give them an ad-
vantage over the rest of the State, and
so destroy the advantage we had in Wes-
tern Australia of an independent daily
or tri-weekly Press in the country and
voldfields distriets. We would be tak-
ing a retrograde step in encouraging that
prineiple of eentralisation to which mauy

members of the House naturally and
rightly took objection.
Mr. NANSON ¢ The first question

we should ask ourselves was, by whom
were the Heansard rveports demanded 7 It
would be interesting if some officer could
tell us how many copies of Hansard were
bought by the public. Was there a strong
demand for this deeply interesting pub-
lieation ? He ventured to say that if
it were possible to take a referendum of
the people of Western Australia, it would
be doubtful whether we would get 25 per
cent, of the vofers to say (hey were in
favour of having Hanserd continued in
its present forni, tf ther had put before
them the ecost of Parliamentary estab-
lishmenis in this State, and if they re-
alised that in order to reduce that enst
thev musi not only eut down in one diree-
tion, but in every possible direetion. Oue
grew familiar with the sort of reply that
war niade when any member demanded
any  further economy. A Minister in
duleet tones would say that the Gov-
ernment were doing their best, that theyx
had already effected considerahle econo-
mies, and ihat everything was for the
best in thiz best of all possible Parlia-
menls.  The Government had not ex-
hausted all sources of economy. and the
taxpaver was not convineed there had
heen sufficient economy in  administra-
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tion. The Treasnrer asked whether we
would be =afisfied with newspaper re-
ports. To whom did the Treasurer re-
fer 7 To members in this House, or the
electors ov taxpayers? TIf the Treasurer
referred to hon. members, then one un-
hesitatingly said it bhad nothing to do
-with members. Hansard was not pub-
lished for the convenlenece of members,
or to flatter their vanities, or to mag-
nify their importance, If there was any
Justification for it at all, Hausurd was
published, the coutention, was, to supply
a publie need. He was not salisfied there
wasg that publie need, ov that if Hansard
had to rely on its merils the Treasurer
wanld get any sum amounting to three
figures in  the ecourse of the vear,
Hansard, if we looked back upon its his-
tory, was a sort of parasitical growth
upon an obd system. Hansard was adop-
ted in Australin beeause a century or a
half ago it hecame necessary in order to
secure adeguate reports of the proceed-
ings of the House of Commons and the
House of Lords to make arrangements
for the reperting of debates, but when
starting a brand new parliamentary in-
gtitution where we could throw out of our
minds altogether what had heen done
by previous generations, and look at the
matter as the plain business man looked
at it, did anyone zuppose there would be
long and elaborate reports taken of every
word members chose to utter? If theve
was justifieation for reporting the pro-
ceedings of Parliament, was there not
also justification for reporting the pro-
ceedings of a municipal council 7 If we
took the administrative and very largely
legislative functions of hodies like the
Londen County Couneil, representing the
interests of a population transcending
ihat of the Commouwealth, or if we took
the work done by the large corporations

of Manchester, Glasgow, Birmingham,
and half a <dnzen other eities of the

United Kingdom, could anyone seriously
dispute it was not equally important,sap-
pesing it be important, that there should
be an elaborate Hansard report of the
proceedings nf those bodies 7 But the
difference heiween the method employed
bv fhose bodies and the method employed
in Parliament, was the difference between
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the method of the politician and the
method of the business man. If we were
to fight the rapidly approaching menace
of Unification, we would need te deal
with cur poblie  establishments in  a
business-like way, and as buosiness men
not politiciaus, would deal with them.
We were told the Printing Committee
had veported against the curtailing of
Hansard. He did not care if half a
dozen Printing Committees had reported
in this way, nor did he care if the member
for Kanowna eould produce eolumns of
statisties  showing  that in the Eastern
States expenditure of this kind was moye
than it waz in Western Australia, If
those States set us a pernicious example,
it was ohviously no argument that we
shonld follow that example. 1f there
was n good precedent to be set, then let
Western Austiralia have the eredit and the
glory that would attach to setting it.

Ar. Walker = Wounld you have no re-
ports, no record?

Mr. NANSON would come to that
direetlv. Ti was.not a matter as to what
the Housze or the Printing Conmittee
thought, it was what the general public
thought. [f the general public did not
want reports they perhaps need not
trouble to have any sort of official re-
port beyond the ordinary Votes and Pro-
ceedings. He did not wish to go to ex-
tremes, aud was not yet persuaded that
the public would weleome a change of
s0 drastic a charaeter as one that would
involve the abolition of any sort of offi-
cial  report. Considerable  economy
eould be made, however, by entering -
to a contract with one or other of the
newspapers, or with several newspapers
acting together, to prepare and publish
reasonable reports of the proceedings of
Parliament. Whether that could be done
at a less cost than the present Hansard
was a matter for inguniry, and he was not
sure that it could be. Bult supposing
a method of that kind were practicable,
it had the merit, whether the reporis were

published in one paper or two, or
whether an arrangement were made
by an inset supplement whereby they

could be published in the majority of
papers, of bhringing Hansard to the
people. He knew of no method, how-
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ever. by which people could be compelled
to read the columns and pages of that
publicaticit. His own experience of that
was that when an election was on, one or
two ardent politicians attended a weet-
ing armed with Hansard, took out a bit
here and a bit there, and heckled the
candidate. This added a good deal to the
amusement of the proceedings, and to
that extent should he welcomed ; hut
whether that amount of amusement justi-
fied the expenditure to secure it theve
were very prave doubts. To come to the
larger question of thé cost of Parliament,
he found that in this State Parlia-
ment  was costing, exclusive of the
salaties of members. about £12,000
a  vear, ejgual to £240  for each
week., Or if one took the average
period of a session at 12 weeks, the eost
for each week of Parliament would be
£1,000. If to that total were added the
cost of members’ salaries, the amonnt
would be inereased to £26,000, or £500
for each week of the vear. Estimating
the session at 12 weeks the sum would
be equal to £2170 for each week. If
the cost of Parliament in a State like
New South Wales were estimated on the
same basis, considering that State had
a population of ene and a half millions,
the total would be £1350.000 a year:
while if on the same basis we gauged
the cost of Parliament in the United
Kingdem. the amount would be about
four million pounds a year. He was
quite preparved to be told that was an
unfair comparison, as the cost of Par-
liament in a eountry like Wesrern Aus-
tralia, with a wvery small population,
must necessarily be very much larger
proportionately than New South Wales,
and immensely larger than a eountry
like ihe United Kingdom. That wasx
admitted.  But if members took the
figures he had quoted, when they went
to their constituents, and pointed out
that the running of Parlinment cost
£2.000 a week for every week Parlia-
nent was in session, or £300 for
every week of the year, year in and
vear oui, then, if a referendum were
taken, there would be an overwhelming
majority in favour of a drastic redue-
tion in the expenditure. The trouble
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was not one merely of to-day, for it
went back a large number of years.
However. the trouble loomed large
ahead to-day, because we had the danger
uvf Unilication threatening us. and soon
members would be put on their defence
to justify everv item of State expendi-
ture. and the jury betore whom they
wauld have (v wo would be the State
electors of the Commonwealth Parlia-
went. Unless we could make out a case
as clear as crystal that we had reduced
vur State expenditure to bed-rock, theve
was very grave dangér that the privi-
Teges of the State would be eurtailed
immensely, by the return to the Federal
Parliament of a solid body pledged to
reduce the importanee of State esta-
blishments, 1f that happenred it would
be useless for this State Parliamenl to
pass lengthy resolutions. On the Nofice
Paper there wag a long siring of resolu-
tiens te be moved by the Premier denl-
ing with the question of finance. None
could object to those resolutions, for
they should be passed. but when it came
te the point as to whether more atten-
tion would be paid to the expression of
apinton of the State members assembled
in Parliament or the opinton of members
ot the Commonwealth Parliament from
this State if, on the one hand, we found
members of this State belonging to the
Commonwealth Parliament advoeating
one line and members of the State Par-
linment advoeating another, the latter
would go down every time. In the past
we had too slavishly followed ithe ex-
ample of the Motherland as to Parlia-
mentray establishments, forgetting that
after all we were a small country, and
that o condittons were not preeisely
the same as those of the large and
wealthy civilisations of the older parts
of the world. Take the Parliamentary
buildings and the eonveniences provided
here. They had heen allowed to deve-
lop iuto a club, earvied on at the expense
of the taxpayer. on such a scale that the
wagzes of the persons emploved in clean-
ing the premises, and as kitchen hands
and dining room attendants, amounted
to something like £1,000 a vear. Last
nigzht there wag the spectacle of some
members urying that, in addition to all
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these convenienees—a  billiard  voom,
refreshment vooms. comforts of various
kinde—members should be provided with
free postage stamps. Ile had been told
—althongh he bad not heard it himself
and was thevefore.open fo contradietion
—ithat the Treasurer actually promised
that if it should be found that a similar
practice prevailed in the Parliaments of
the other Stntes and of the Commen-
wealth, he would be prepared to make
a similar concession here.

The Treasurer: 1 said 1 would cause
inquiries to be made.

My, NANSON: That was diplomatie
and did not ecommit the Minister. He
woenld have been better pleased if the
Treasurer had said that if members
wished it he would cause inguiries to be
made, but that they eould be perfeetly
easv in their minds that the Government
of this State would not find one peony
for posiage stanps for members. We
must institute economies, possibly in
the salaries of public servants, or at any
rate in the reduction of the number of
civil servants, Certainly there ould
have to he econumies in the general
administration.  In  the country dis-
triets we had already felt the heavy
heel of the retrencher in roads board
grants and the general expenditure on
roads. In the present condition of the
finances members should recognise that
althongh they might not be paid on
what might be termed a liberal seale,
and although if times were prosperous
they might be entitled to an inerease in
the henorarium received, they should
now set an example to the community
by denving themselves of any additional
cost in the public expenditure, such as
was involved in the small item of post-
age stamps. It was doubtful whether
any economies could be effected on these
Estimates, and he would not have taken
up the time of the Committee in speak-
ing at length had he been looking at the
question merely from the point of view
of this session. He was looking farther
afield, recognising that it was very pos-
gible and almost probable that there
would he a very serious falling off in
the revenue to be received from the
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Federal Government. As the Treasurer
knew, there had already been a large
falling off, and there was no security
that it would not be much larger still.
In drawing atlention to this matter and
also to other matters, as he would do
during the progress of the Estimates,
he desired to urge on the Guvernment
that beiween this and the time they in-
trodueed the next Estimates theyv should
make a resolute endeaveur to institute
eeonomies wherever possible in the pub-
lic service, not merely of o small nature
buf, where luxuries were concerned, of
a drastie nature. No Government would
have an easy job in (aking in hand mat-
ters of this deseription and "1t would
need a strong Government to do it. If
they did not do it on their own initia-
tive it was to be hoped that a strong
enough body would arise to ecompel the
Government to undertake the work. It
was to be hoped the present Govern-
ment, with the experience they had
gained of several years’ administration,
would undertake the task, and probably
there was no body better fitted to do so,
provided they made up their minds to
grapple with the subject. If the Govern-
ment would not undertake that task he
did not altogether despair of seeing a
group of members formed in the House,
strong in convietion, and strong enough
in numbers to make impossible the ex-
1stence of any Government that would
not tackle this question of retrenehment,
whether the Government be drawn from
members of one side of the House ov
members of the other side of the House,
He did not doubt for a moment that if
in the exercise of power of that kind, if
in the exercise of a possibility of that
extreme nature, it shonld be necessary
for members to go to their constituents,
he did not denbt that ihe members of
that group, who would make economy
of administration their guiding star all
through, those members would be re-
turned by their constitnents and re-
turned with the acelamation of the whole
countryv.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Hun.
nmembers were indebted to the member
for Greenough for the admirable manner
in which he placed hefore the Committee



Annual Estimales :

the necessity for economy, 1t was not
a popular role (o figure in, and he wouald
go farther and say that the more un-
popular role still would be that of the
unfortunate person who bhad Lo carry
the economies into effect. At the same
time there was nu doubt ihat tu a large
extent it would be necessary to bear in
mind every proposal it was possible io
bring inte operation that would lead 1o
greater and more effective ecomomy.
But we must be wise, prudent, and we
must be taetful in attempting Lo arvive
at that result. The partienlar item that
led to this debaie was the justification
of conlinning the publication of Hansard.
The hon. wmember had asked how many
of the general public wanted Hansard,
and who would buy it if it were for sale.
It was easy te ask a question of that
character, because it pre-supposed a con-
dition on the part of the publie of
apathy in public matters. If, as we knew
was the case, a large majority of citizens
were apathetic in regard to polities, the
demand for Hansard, if offered for cir-
calation, wounld be limited. TLet members
assume that a keen interest was being
taken in the politics of the State, a keen
interest in the doings of the House, and
then we should have a different demand
altogether. Why should we devate our-
selves to a course of action which would
continue in perpetuity, or why shonld we
not lend ourselves to a course that would
educate the pnblic to know something of
the politics of our State, to take an in-
terest in the polilies, and wateh Leen)y the
eourse of those to. whom they had en-
trusted the duty of lemislating for the
conntry, If we helieved that to be the
wiser course {o pursne, surely we would
not talk lightly of terminating an official
record such as Hansard. 1t seemed to
him, allhough members wished to effeet
a slight economy by substituting some
publication in the newspapers for our
offietal records, he would never arrive at
the sawe degree of accuracy or authenti-
city. We knew thai the Press discharged
a valuable duiy in reporting the speeches
made at public meetings: but how often
were they challenged. and how often too
were they successfnlly challenged ahout
the aceuraey of those reports?  After all,
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a reporter on a newspaper bad numerous
duties to perfonn.

Mr. Bath: He must always bear in
mind also the party politics of the jour-
nal that he is veporting for.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
hon. member unfortunately had a jaun-
diced mind on some matters in regard
to newspapers generally. He (the At-
torney General) would never venture to
insinuate ithat any mistake that may have
happened was other than a mistake that
ordinary human nature would lead .one
neeasionally to drep-into.

Mr. Troy: Take your own paper, the
Sun,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 de
not happen to own any paper. The only
paper 1 have known to deliberately re-
peat something whieh T do not think one
member of the staff thought was true was
a paper published in the interests of the
hon. members opposite; in ovder to se-
cure some reputation for veracity it
called itself T'uth, but it was far from
the real article. However, he did not
want te depart from the question befare
the House. It was really a serious one,
bul should not be discussed at great
length. Did we wish to educate the pub-
lic. to interest them in our polities, or
did we desire to allow them to rontinue,
pot anly in Lhe apathetic attitude which
they oceupied, but to think further still?
The member for (Gireenocugh did not he-
lieve in the possibility of inducing the
public 1o take an inierest in owr poli-
ties. Tt might not be that to-day we
would find many people reading Hansard,
but as a result of those who did read the
publieation it was passible for the eircula-
tion to gradually inerense, and members
would find that every increase would
lead to a larger eirenlation, and as that
larger numher inereased the increase
might he one which members would
searcely appreciate.  To retury to the
ceneral cost of Parliament, the how
member worked it ont at £26,000, and he
admitted that a comparison of that cost
with the cost of similar Parvliaments in
Xew South Wales ur the United King-
dom. on the basis of a per capita com-
parizon, was not fair; nevertheless he
indulzed in it. The han. member, whao
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essentially possessed a fair mind, should
recognise the unfairness of snch a com-
parvison, and the unfairness of putting
it bhefore the House. Here every vear
as our population increased so would the
eost per capita be materially deereased.

BMr. Hopkins : TUnless you iuerease
salaries. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Unless
we inereased the general expenditure. But
assuming we did not increase the general
expenditure, it followed that by an in-
erease of population so would there be
a deerease pev capita of the cost of the
maintenanee of our institutions. And if
one was to be logical, he should come to
the conelusivn that true economy meant
the cutting down of the cost of Parlia-
ment. The hou. member would be forced
to advoeate a lavge reduction in fhe
number of members, and not merely that
lavge reduetion, but a large rveduetion in
the general expenditure that we incurved
in the maintenance ¢f our Houses. Was
he prepared te go that far? Would he
advocate the separate existence of the
State as oppesed to any general prin-
ciple of merging into the Parliament of
the Commonwealth? Was he prepared
to advocate that Parliament should in
effect reduce its own importance?

3r. Nanson : A substantial reduction
in expenditure eould be made without
reducing the number of members.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
there were any means that a member
could put his linger on by which a re-
duetion of expenditure could be easily
achieved he would like to hear of them,
but in his opinion the reduction of expen-
diture could onlv be brought about by a
reduetion of members. There were many
who advocated thal ecourse, but those who
wanied to preserve the State entity
should be the last to say that the nnmber
of members should be reduced. If we
proposed to minimise our own import-
ance should we wonder that others be-
lieved our importance to be exaggerated.
The hon. member desired te exercise
economy in every partienlar that it was
legitimately possible to do, but it might
become a desire, if a member allowed it
to ecarry him to extreme lengths, that
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every time expenditure was proposed he
would ask that that, expenditure should
he disallowed. He would add one word.
Let economy be exereised in all those
paths in which economy might be safely
exercised, and in which we would not
dn anything in the way of restrieting
the development of the State.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : Having given
the nuestion of Hansard fair considera-
tion he had come lo the coneclusion that
if members were to be reported it would
he better to have the reporting done as
at present. Of course if members did not
require such reports at all, then Hansard
should be abolished. But if we were go-
ing to have it it should be done properly.
The Premier, speaking on this matter,
seemed to go wide of the mark in discuss-
ing whether we should have the speeches
priuted.  OF course that was altogether
out of the question, and was a malter
that would require far more considera-
tion than could be given at present. No
doubt some of the members ecould, with
advantage, reduce the volume of their
speeches, but at the same time, in his
opinion, that would not have any great
effect on the cost of Hansard. A matter
that the Government eould have . saved
something on last vear, was In coun-
neetion with the session which was
held in the middle of the wyear whieh
could easily have heen avoided. Tt was a
session that resulted in nothing and
proved very costly. With regard to the
South Australian Hansard he knew while
living in South Australia there were many
complaints about the reports in Hansard.
It was a nsnal thing to read of some mem-
her rising in his place in the Haonse and
complaining that he had not been eor-
rectly reported, and then the Press wanld
come along in their usnal Press style and
threaten to report that member verbatim.
There were nene, however, who could re-
port verbatim ; they would give an im-
aginary speech, with distorted English.
The ovdinary  member of Parliament
could speak just as well as the ovdinary
pressman.  Although very deficient in
erammar and not possessed of a clear,
running dietion, he was quite prepaced to
take on any pressman on the publie plat-
farm. There was also 1o he eon-
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sidered the undue influence exercised by
the Press. of which =0 mne¢h had been
seenn in Australia.  They had had the
Press threatening io write men and parties
oy of Parliament.  The only cherk
against thiz sort of thing was Mensard ;
Hansard could at all times be referred
to as the correct record and the siandard
of truth. He knew that even the Press
of this State would snppress a man for
party questions.  As a maitter of faet he
himself had telt what the Press could do
in that regard. The member for Gireen-
ough had said that the peuple of Wes-
tern Aunsiralia would not vead Hansard.
The irouble he (Mr. Underwood) had
experienced was to  secure sufficient
copies for his constituents, He honesily
believed that 75 per cent. of the people
m the bush would read Hausard from
cover to cover whenever they eould get
it. The member for Greenough had said
that Hansard tended to fill Parliament
with politicians rather than with the men
of business capaeitv to be found in muni-
cipal councilst. When one came to con-
sider the number of mayors and eoun-
cillors one had known, it really seemed
that Parhament was beiter without the
business eapacity idolized by the member
for Greenough. The same hon, member
had said that if a referendum were taken
it would he found that the peaple de-
sired to cut down the expenses of Parlia-
ment. He (Mr. Underwood) felt  thai
i a referenduin  were ftaken there
would be a large majority in favenr
of increasing the salaries of members.
In regard to the question of veducing the
enst of Parliament generally, he agreed
with the Attornev (General that to
effect any considerable reduction it would
be necessary fo reduce the number of
members. He (Mr. Underwond) was in
favour of reducing the number of mem-
bers : he would reduce the agwregate by
exactly one House. He intended to sup-
port the vate for the printing of Heansard,
for in his opinion it was quite necessary.
He did not think any reduction was justi-
fied. because it seemed to im that the
1tembers of the staff were not overpeid;
morevver, he was thoroughly =atisfied
with the manner in which they did their
wark.
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Mr. JACOBY : It has heen said that
the South Australian svstem of repori-
ing debates in Parliament had frequently
wiven rise to diseonient un the score of in-
aceuracies in the reports in the daily
papers. If that were so the fault lay
with the members ; because proof cupies
of members’ speeches were supplied, and
24 hours were given for correction; there-
fore, if these inaccuracies oecurved it was
due entively to the laziness of members in
negleeting to correct their proof copies.
The reason why newspaper reports were
read while Hansard was iof read, lay in
the Tact that the newspapers were printed
dailv. whereas Heanserd was printed only
onee a week, If the Hensard rveports
were fo he published in the daily papers
they would be read. The Leader of the
Opposilion had referred to the disadvan-
tageous position in which ecountry news-
papers would be placed under the sug-
gested reform; bui, clearly these country
papers would be in no worse position
than they were to-day. As for the Han-
sard staff, he conld say from invesiiga-
tions he had himzelf made that, the South

Australian  system  apart, the Westerm
Australian Hansaerd was the cheapest
staff in  Australia; wmoreover, although

he had had no experience of the work of
the staffs in the Eastern States he felt
~ure that in no sense was the Western
Australian [fansard staff inferior in effi-
cienecy. We had a good staff but he
ecould not shut his cvex to the fact that
economies could be made if members
dared Lo make them.

My. TROY : The proposition made by
the member for Swan was one which in
no sense appealed to him. He eould not
understand this hostility to Hansard; he
eonld understand a natural resentment on
the part of certain hon. members whose
niterances were 50 unreliable as to make
them fearful of seeing them in print, but
he eould not understand any hon. member
whose ulterances were sinceve being afraid
of Hansard. Az for Hansard not heing
read, he for one conld not get a sufficient
number of copies for those of his con-
stitnents who appealed to him for them.
He did not think the system suggested by
the member for Swan would eommend
ilself very much to certain hon. members
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who were following a course of conduct
wiich, if their eonstituents knew of it,
would not serve to further their re-elec-
tion. Ile was referving in particenlar fo
those hon. members who deeried the land
tax when before their constituents, and
even spoke against it in the Chamber, but
voted for it at division time. This was
the sort of conduct that was made known
only through Hangard. Many members
would ohjeet to having the Hansard work
done by the Press. Time after time in
the House had complaints been made
against the Press, and on more than one
occasion had an hon. member risen in lis
place and demanded that certain state-
ments in the Press should be withdrawn.
There was sowmetimes a sinister influence
exercized by the Press. Hou. members
had only te cast their minds baek to that
period when the :Age was endeavouring
to kill Trenwith in Vietoria. He knew
of a journal in this State which had pub-
lished an absolute untruth regarding the
Hon, J. M. Drew during his term as
Minister for Lands, and whieh had
neglected to wive publication to that hon,
member’s denial until so late a period that
the politieal value of that denial was an-
nulled. With all due respect to the Press,
we must have Hansard if we were to have
the records of the House correetly re-
ported. Members could effect econvmies
in a different direction, and the State
would advantage to a considerable extent,
wWhen we came to the large departments.
The Government might have shown
ereater economy in the purchasa of the
Oakabella Estate. It was in the larve
departments we eould make eeonowmies, not
on the tiddley-winking lines suggested by
hon. members, sueh as the reduetion of
Hansard. In fact ju  advocating the
reduction of Hansard wmembers did not
seem to be sincere. If they were sincere
in regard to economies and attacked the
larger  departments, they would have
every assistance from the Opposition. If
the member for Greenough desired to
form a party to carry ont drastie economy,
he would get every assistance from the
Opposition, No apology was needed for
making reference to the request for mem-
bers’ postages to he paid. Only a jaun-
diced man would refuse to aecede to sueh
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a fair request. The system obtained in
other Pavliaments. Why should it not
abtain here? His expenditure on postage
and stamps was on his constituents’ busi-
ness, 50 that nu apology was needed for
putting forward the reguest in this di-
rection. The member for Greenough, if
he were sincere, might draw attenlion to
the large amount of money spent in adver-
tising. That was a line on which econo-
my could be effeeted with advantage. This
attack on what were the privileges of
members of the Houze should not be for
one moment countenanced.

Mr. FOULKES: The hon. member
took eare to impress the fact that we
should not effect any economies likely to
inconvenience any member of the House.
No one could have been more insincere
than the hon. member. His argument was,
“Let members suffer no inconvenience,
but let every one else suffer”” WWhen
members contested seats in Parliament,
they fully realised, especially after serv-
ing a term in Parliament, what expense
they would have to bear in regard to
postages.

Mr. Troy: Bul my electors have given
me a certain mandate.

Mr. FOULKES: One conld understand
the interpretation the hon. member placed
upon any mandate he considered had been
expressed to him, but one could be certain
the hon. member’s electors had not given
him a mandate to insist upon comtinuing
the expense of running Parliament.
There was a general complaint at the cost
of Parliaments being excessive, and par-
tienlarly in States where the finances were
not tn a flourishing eondition. It was in-
cumbent upon us to set an example, and
give some evidence to the Government
that it was our sincere wish there shounld
be economical administration, evidencing
one gineerity by reforming our own house-
hold. There was an item of £1,000 for
cleaners, kitechen and dining room wages
far Parliament House. During recess
Parliament House was kept going on the
same seale praetically as when Parliament
was sitting. He had on varions oecasions
during rveecess come to the House and
noticed that we had an expensive dining
ronm maintained for three or four mem-
bers. There were alwaxs the same three
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or four members for whose benefit this
large and expensive establishiment was
Lept up. and the State contributed £1.000
towards the establishment. There was no
reason why Jduring recess the establish-
ment should not be closed down, The
place could then easily be kept up by two
or three officials.

Mr. Gordon: You inight be generous
enough to point out the deerease shown.

Mr. FOULKES: In regavd o Han-
sard, there were some people with a
curious literary taste who indulged in
reading Hansard, but it must be admitted
they were few. DPeople knew what
was going on by Teading the public Press;
and now we had such a large number of
newspapers in the State, it a man thought
full justice was not done to his views or
to the publication of his opinions by one
newspaper, he would be at no inconveni-
ence to find another newspaper with a
warmer appreciation of his views to pub-
lish them. Tt was essential to reduce the
cost of Parliament. It was an advantage
if we eould reduce the cost by a few hun-
dred pounds o year, but it was of far
greater importance to show the people of
the State that, while we were screaming
out for morve economical administration,
we recognised we should give some evi-
dence of sincerity by beginning at home.

(Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30
pm.)

Mr. BUTCHER: On many oceasions
he had signified his intention of doing
what he ecould te obtain  economies
throughout the Staie and therefor the
Treasurer could not take exception tu the
opposition he intended to show towards
many items on the Estimates. As to the
cost of Hansard he was in accord with
many members who bad spoken to the
effect that eonsiderable reduction e¢ould he
made in this department. The member
for Swan {Mr. Jacoby) had referred to
the system in vogue in South Australia,
and it appeared that if that were adopted
here the cost of printing and publishing
Hansard would he greatly reduced, while
in additien, through the medinm of the
Press, there would be conveyed in a direet
manner to the people reports of the
doings of Parliament. Certain members
had advoecated the circulation of Haensard

713 Decemrer, 1908,

Conumnittee of Supply. 1169
as o ineans of educating the people and
of informing them of the doings of Par-
liament. He was safe in saying that not
10 per cent. of the population ever saw
Hansurd; but if the information were
circulated in the Press a large majority
of the people would be brought direetly
info touch with the doings of their mem-
bers. With regard to the rquestion of
economy  generally, unless steps were
taken =oon the people would demand that
the Government should take in hand at
vnee economies. Lt was the publie ser-
vice that ghould be afiacked. He did not
mean to advocate that the salavies should
he reduced. nor did he believe that by
reducing the smaller salaried officers rea-
sonahle economies would be effected. The
public serviece was al present overmanned
and underpaid. 1t had been thought that
matters would have been improved con-
siderably with the introduction of the
Public Serviee Act and the appointment
of the Publie Service Conmissivner but
that was not so.

The CIAIRMAN: The hon. member
was wandering scimewhat far fromn the
vote.

Mr. BUTCHER: On the iniroduetion
nf Federation it was understood by peo-
ple that the cost of Parliament would be
redured proportionately to the extlent of
the services taken away from the Siate
and cuntrolled by the Commonwealth.
That has not been effected and if Parlia-
ment did not make a start in bringing
about 8 remedy to the present state of
affairs, they could not expect that - it
would be done in other branches of the
service. The expenses at present in con-
nection with admiuistration were almost
efqual to what they were before Feder-
ation.

M. ANGWIN: It had surprised him
to hear the remarks made by certain mem-
hers on the Government side of the Houze
with regard to the state of the finances,
and as to economies that should he effec-
ted. Members of the Qpposition had fre-
ouently heen aceused of dving great harm
to the country as a whole owing to the
nature of their utterances on financial and
other questions. It was to be hoped that
the Press would not take much notice of
what had been said by members on the
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Ministerial side that afternoon, becaunse
undoubtedly mueh more harm to the State
as a whole wonld be done by the pubii-
cation of theiv statements than had ever
been done by the veporting of remarks
made by members of the Oppositon, As
to the dignity of Parliament of which so
much had been heard from ceriain mem-
bers, it was not long ago that certain
gentlemen who held high positions they
did not hold to-day kept servanis of the
House to wait on themselves, Those ser-
vants were paid for out of the vote now
under discussion. It was well-known that
their position was considered to be so
dignified rhat trains were stopped for
them, and it was even said that the mail
boats had heen asked te remain behind (o
meet their convenience.

Mr. Taylor: They have been in recess
since then. .

Mr. ANGWIN: When members knew
this they would compare actions with
words, and could come to but one con-
clusion, that the words uttered that
afternoon were merely spoken with ihe
idea of heing reported in Hansard, in
order {o make ihe electors think they
desired to reduce expenses in connee-
tion with Parhament.

Ttem, Telephone Atftendant, £42:

Mr. SCADDAN : There was reason to
complain, as he had done the previons
vear, of sweating in econneetion with the
officers of Parliament. Two of the at-
tendants had been notified’ that their
services would be disposed of after this
sesslon. One had been in the service of
Parlinment for three and a half vears,
and he was now to be displaced to per-
mit another who had only been here for
five months as a sessional attendant to
take lits position. The second lad to be
dismissed had been lhere for three years
and his position as telephone attendant
was to be oceupied by one who had only
been for a short time in the service. If

. there were complaints about these youths
not having done their duty properiy the
reason for their dismissal mighi be un-
derstood. but none conld say the hoys
had not done their work well. Had these
lads thought they would not become per-
manent hands at Parliantent House they
wight, during the time ihey had spent

°
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here, have been serving in a trade. He
was a constant altendant at Parliament
himself and he knew they did their work
well.  Personally he could see no eco-
nomy, because the other lad taking the
place would receive exactly the same
salary., The fact should be remembered
that these ladz lLad given some vears
of service to the House so as to gualify
for higher positions. It semed that im-
mediately the lads became due for an
increase they were dismissed. That was
a forin of sweating. He had heard a
rumour with regard to pushing other
lads forward. If that were true he
hoped the system would not bhe eon-
finuned,

The TREASURER: The Government
did not control this portion of the Es-
timates. He had no personal knowledge
of any intention to dispense with the
services of the boys beeause they were
due for an inerease in salary; he counld
hardly eredit (hat such was the case.
He understood one boy was being dis-
charged beeause he had been proved to
be inecmpetent. Probably some members
of the House Committee could explain.

Mr. TAYLOR: As a member of the
House Committee he was not in a posi-
tion to give the Committee much in-
formation abont the remeval of this lad.
If the Speaker were presentthe might be
able te show that he had a closer know-
ledge of whal had been done. Com-
plainis had been made to the House
Committee about this boy by members
of Parliament.

Mr. SCADDAN: These boys were un-
der the control of the House Committee,
and the members of that committee
shonld be able to explain the nature of
the charges made against them. If com-
plaints were lodged the House Com-
mittee should take steps to find out
what was in them. It seemed to him a
erude wayv of doing things. He had
never heard of any complaints about the
telephone attendants. It was not so
much that the boys had not done their
duty as it was that there seemed to he a
desire to advance someone who was more
favoured.

Mr. TAYLOR: It would be only fair
to the House Committee, if the member
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for Ivanhoe were in possession of cer-
tain information that he should disclose
it, so that the House Commitiee might
deal with the subjeet on its merits. If
the hon, member gave the information he,
as a member of the House Committee,
wonld guarantee that it would be sifted
to the boltom. It seemed rather anomal-
ous that the time of the House should be
taken up with the ease of a junior mes-
senger bov. Yet if there was auything
al all in what Lhe mewber for Ivanhoe
had =aid, it was only right that attention
should be given 1o the matter,

Mr. CNDERWOOD: As a member of
the House Conunittee he could say that
the case had never been brought hefore
that committee. He was of opinion that
these boys should be under the charge of
the head messenger,

The Treasurer : So they are.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: The question of
finding employment for these boys as
they grew up in the service was a very
diffienlt one indeed. It was a pity that
some system could not be introduced of
drafting the older boys from the House
to some other braneh of the eivil service.

Mr. BOLTON: Some injury might be
done to the lad in question by the dis-
eussion. The cowplaint made by the
member for Ivanhoe that the hoy had
heen dismissed without any reason being
offered was a very serious one; it was
one that had been verv prevalent i the
Railway Deparfment. The suggestion
made by the member for Pilbara that as
these boys advanced in vears they should
he transferved to another branch of the
service was a very good one.

Mr. JACOBY: Tt would be better in
lhe intevests of the boys tu leave them
to the supervisien of those responsible
for them, rather than to have their affairs
discussed in the House.

Mr. SCADDAN : It was surprising how
loth some members were 1o take an in-
terest in oflicers receiving anly small sal-
aries. Had it been Mr. North whe had
been dismizsed there would have been a
great onrery, and many defenders of the
vigtim would have sprung up from all
parts of the House. But because it was
only a lad that had received unfair treat-
ment
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The Treasurer: Has he received unfair
treatment ?

The Premier: Why not bring the mat-
ter under the notice of the House Com-
mittee?

Mr., SCADDAN had thought it better
to bring the matter under the notice of
the people generally. He undersiood
that one lad who had been in the service
for only one month or thereabouts was
going to get the senior position. For his
part, he (Jr. Seaddan) was determined
to defend the lower grade officers as well
as the higher. That was the reason why
he had brought the matter under the
notice of hen. members.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Premier's Offiice, £900:

Itern, Secretary, £400:

Mz, JACOBY desired the Premier to
explain why an increase of £30 had been
made in this item. Two years ago this
officer had been receiving £50 extra for
insteaeting railway officers in shorthand.
That was found to he unnecessary, and so
the service was dizeontinued. This year
there was an inecrease of £50.

The PREMIER: The officer had re-
cetved ‘an honorarium of £75 per annum
ae instruetor to the shorthand classes in
the railways. However, that honorarium
had ceased at short notice, the Commis-
stoner having deeided that it was possible
to do without the service. At the same
time Mr. Kessell had been doing a great
deal of work in connection with the Agent
General’s office in London, and Sir Walter
James had pointed ount that it was only
reasonable that he chould get some extra
remuneration for the work dome. M.
Kessell sent hLome te the Agent
General every week a summary of
oll matters of interest in order that
the offieer in  London might be well
posted in current events. Mr. Rason had
also eulogised Mr. Kessell’'s work in thiz
direction and in view of these ecom-
mendations £50 had been paid to the
officer; that £30 covered some four years'
work in  convection with the Agent
General’s office. Mr. Kessell did a good
deal of work outside the ordinary roun-
tine. For inslance, he attended io all
the correspondence in conneection with
the Franco-British Exhibition, whereas
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in the other States this had been done by
a special olficer. Mr. Kessell was prae-
tically on fap at any hour of the day or
night, and the duties he carried ont were
really well worthy of special vemunera-
tion. He had attended to the ever-
growing  eorrespondenee  in  connee-
tion  with the Commonwealth. This
was  fast  inereasing as  further
departments were taken over, and
the correspondence between the Prime
Minister and the Premier had increased
enormoensly; as a matter of faet it had
wore than doubled during his (the Pre-
mier’s) tern of office and there seemed
to be every likelihood of it eontinning to
inerease. 3

Mr. TAYLOR: It was not surprising
to hear the Premier say the work per-
formed by this officer had nereased two-
fold since he had heen Premier. The
Premier's Department was formerly a
large one and the Premier’s secretary re-
ceived £600, but Parliament dealt 'so
roughly with the offiecer and the depart-
ment that Mr. Leake, when Premier,
abolished the department altogether. It
was reinstated to a ecertain extent by Sir
Walter James, but that gentleman merely
had 2 secretary at £300. If Parliament
did not put its foot down there was a pos-
sibility of another big Premier’s depart-
ment with a hig staff springing vp. Now
we found there were at least two more
clerks in addition to the secretary.

The Premier: Only one more.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was costing us £900
to run the department. If we allowed the
departiment to grow, this officer would de-
mand a higher salary. Tt was ihe duty
of the Premier to prevent departments
from growing. There was no need for
anybody in the Premier’s Office hevond
the secrefary. The correspondence work
could be done by the correspimdence
branch of the Colonial Secretary’s’ De-
partwent, and there wonld be the advan-
tage of having it pui on the records
in the C(olonial Secretary’s Department.
At present there was no chanee of
having records kepi in the Premier’s
Office unless it had already bheen created
a department. It was not the officer’s
salary one ohjeeted (o; it was the drea-
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tion of a big department to whieh objec-
tion must be taken.

The Premier: The office has not altered
within the last two years.

Mr. TAYLOR had spoken of this be-
fore.

The Premier: It is an annnal thing
with you.

Mr. TAYLOR: We would soon be pay-
ing the officer £600 if we allowed a big
department to be built up.

Mr, Heitmann: There is no necessity
for this officer to have all ‘the pickings.

Mr., TAYLOR had no word to say
againgt the officer.  Mr., Kessell was a
painstaking and energetic olficer. and
members wanting information could al-
ways get it from him. He merely spoke
against the creation of sueh a big de-
partment.

The PREMIEER: Members need not
take his word for the necessily for this
office and the additional eclerk. Here
was the testimony given by Mr. Daglish
when leaving office—

“During my term I found Mr. Kes-
sell willing to make any saerifice in

order to perform any duties that
might be asked of him. The work of
the oftiee has rendered it necessary

that he should repeatedly work over-

time, and he has received no remun-

erarion whatever for that special work.

The importance and responsibility of

the duties he has discharged fully en-

title him to the reeeipt of a consider-
ably larger salary than that which he
ai present draws, The confidential
nature of the duties adds to their re-
sponsibility, and should add to ibe
salary they carry. In faet, the work
is more arduous, irregular, and impert-
ant than that discharged by most chief

clerks, who have the advantage of a

permaneni head to resort (o for ad-

viee or guidance.’’

Mr. Taylor: That is right.
same thing now.

The PREMIER: Members should al-
low him to know whether there was
sufficient work to keep two men going.
He counld not do in that depariment what
lie had done in other departmeunts, pay
men who had worked overtime out of
his vwn pocket. In the Premier’s office

T say the
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the men had (o work all day and late
“hours and very often ai the week end.

Mr. Heitmann: The officer seems to
have a good deal of time on his hands
when he can take these other billets.

The PREMIER: What other billets?

Mr. Heitmann: Doing this work for
the Agent General, and getting £75 as
shorthand instructor.

The PREMIER: The officer had given
up that work twelve months ago. It was
absolutely neeessary to have two men
in the office. and they were kept going
Teuger honrs than other public servants.
One failed to see how their duties could
be transferred to another department un-
less the Premier happened io he control-
ling the other department. 1f the Pre-
mier happened to he Colonial Secretary
the work might be done in the Colonial
Secretary’s Department ; but there would
be no economy effected, because the same
number of men would need to be em-
ploved. 3Members knew the duties of
this officer very well. It was to make
appointments, get the files ftogether,
awaiting deputalions——

Mr. Bolton: And to keep callers away
from you.

The PREMIER: And to an extent to
protect the Premier. It was essential
te have an officer there with a certain
amount of taet and the presenl officer
filled the position creditably,

Mr. JACOBY: The Public Service
Commissioner had referved to the fact
that the officers why came info close
eontaet with JMinisters seecared an ad-
vantage over other officers. This offieer
had not the same amount of responsi-
bility as an Under Secretarv of a de-
partment. Evidently the eorrespondence
had prown.

The Premier: 1 have given you the
opinion of an ex-Premier.

Mr. JAC'OBY: What did the Publie
Service Commissioner say? The duties
of this officer were carried out by other
oflicers ar smaller salaries. No doubt
the correspondence had increased, but
there were two more clerks.

The Premier; Only one.

Mr. JACOBY: There was provision
for extra clerical provision. This officer,
if fully emploved, conld have mo time
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to undertake other work. There might
be other officers in the service earning
less than £400 a year whom ihi= £30
extra for doing work for the Londun
Agency could be given. He regretted
that to he consisient in the principles
he held e mnst move—
That the item be reduced by E30.

Mr. Boltor: Thal amendment will not
effect the object.

Mr., JACOBY: Could one move to
strike out the proviso dealing with the
£50 extra for the London Ageney work?

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member
could achieve the pmrpuse apparently
aimed at by moving o rednee the vote
for the Londou Agency.

Amendment withdrawn.

Mr. BATH: There was a great deal in
the contention advanced by ihe member
for Mt. Margaret in regard to the build-
ing up of a department. Since the
growth of work in the departments fol-
lowing on the developmeni of the gold
mining industry in the State, there had
been an ineviiable tendeney to build up
departments and sub-departments and im-
pereeptibly inerease the cost of adminis-
tration. With ihe pgrowth of the sub-
departuients extra officials were engaged,
and eonsequently there was an inereage in
cost without a pereeptible inereasze in the
work done. By his remarks with regard
to the Premier’s office, the member for
Mount  Margavet (Mr. Tayvlor) had
touched a vital sput in connection with
the inerease of the cost of the Civil Ser-
viee,

Mr. JOHXRSON: At one tfime some
years ago the Premier's office was hugely
out of proportion to the work done, and
he had taken an active part in reducing
it. With the new system matters worked
smoothly for some years, and it might
be said at this siage that no more work
was done in the department now than
when the late Mr. George Leake and
Sir Walter James were Premiers. The
Premier had gone into heroies about pax-
ing money out of his own pocket. Mem-
bers did not want him te do thai. but
the fact remained that if his office were
properly organised, there would he no
necessity for it. TIn the early part of
1905 there was only a secretary in the
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office, but towards the end of the year
there was a reconstruetion, for M
Treadgold was taken in there merely
temporarily with the objeci of helping
to get up back work. He had previously
been attached to the Mines Department
as secretary to the Minister for Rail-
ways, but when that office was com-
bined with that of Minister for Mines,
it was unuecessary for him to continue
that work. It was only intended that
he should go into the Premier’s office
for a short time, but he hecame a per-
manent officer there, and now in addi-
tion to the seeretary and him, extra
clerical assistance had to bhe obtained.
\While the Treasurer was practieally
sweatitg the school teachers, money was
being found for this department where
no extra labour was being performed.
The Government preached economy and
it was for this House to cause it to be
praciised. There was only one way and
that was to strike an item out. Where
general economies had to take place,
¢are should be taken that the man should
not he let off because he happened to be
in touch with the Premier himself. In
a year or two the department, if care
was not taken, would grow still more
out of proportion to the work done. He
would support a motion to strike out the
extra amouni received through the Lon-
don Ageney by this officer.

Mr. WALKER: It appeared that some
time ago this was a very large and ex-
pensive department, Parlimment abol-
ished it, and sinee then there had merely
been an office with a private secretary
to the Premier and eclerical assistance.
It kad been said that there had been no
increase in this office for the past three
vears. What was expeeted of the Com-
mittee at this stage. Was it desired to
abolish the offiee as well as the depart-
ment? The lessening of the salary of
one officer would not prevent a further
growth of the office. Of all the officers
with whom members had to come in con-
tact, there was none more obliging
than Mr. Kessell; that was his experi-
ence for if he wanted business transacted
speedils, he could always get it done by
putting it through that gentleman. His
wishes were attended to, and replies
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were returned quickly. That maore:
than eould be said of other departments.

wis

Mr. Johnson: He bustles the Premier
a bit.

Mr. WALKER: And a good thing
too. However, lie had never been in the
office wihen Mr. Kessell was not very
busy. Surely it was not desirved to pen-
alise Mr, Kessell in order to warn the
Premier that his department was grow-
ing too rapidly. The protest of members
wounld eilect that purpose. Lasl vear he
had heen the eause indivectly of Mr.
Kessell losing £75 a vear, for he drew
attention to the fuet that that officer
was receiving from the Railway Depart-
ment £75 a year for teaching shorthand
The officer had not reeeived that sum
sinee then but he was now paid £30 a
year for extra work. Was the extra
work worth the £30 paid for it? If it
were then the amount should he paid,
but if not, the officer should not get it.
There sliould be a fair, frank estimaie
of a man’s worth published in the Esti-
mafes. If the officer were worth £430
a year, e should receive it and it should
cover all his doties. But if the exira
sum—in this ecase £30—was mevely
allowed in order to make up his salary,
there was strong cbjection to the system.
Mr Kessell was now receiving £33 a year
less than when he (Mr Walker) entered
Parliameni. If members wanted to deal
with the department as a whole, they
should do so directly, and not indireetly
by cufting down the salary of one of
the officers It might be said in all jus-
tiee, thaf during the next few years much
extra work would fall upon the Premier.
We were now passing through changes
of a trying ¢haracter, and we were hound
to have closer relationship with the
neighhouring States and the Common-
wealth, with the resuli that much addi-
tional work would be necessary in eer-
tain branches of the serviee. In our
desire to economise we must not shear
the service of ifs eapacity for the work,
but should enahle the officers to keep
pace with the growih of duties. This
officer was working uite as hard as any
Under Seerefary. He knew some Under
Seecretaries who were doing less work
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and received larger salavies. On that
score the officer should not be victimised.

Mr. NANSON: The Committee should
Be told what was this oificer’s elassifi-
eation under the Public Service Aet, and
what was the recommendation of the
Commissioner in regard to the increase.
It seemed to him the discussion was in
danger of drifting inte an undesirable
channel. 1f members were to discuss
the individual merits of oflicers it was
utterly impossible for the Committee to
do jusiiee to each individuval officer in
ihe service. The memher for Kanowna
had said that no one was more obliging
than the Premier’s secretary; as if that
had anything te do with it. It was
merely a question of what the office was
wurth, and it was uandesivable that the
individual merits of officers should be
broughi forward. To say that an officer
was obliging seemed to suggest that a
member had some- personal feeling in
the matter. The member for Kanowna
had said that if extra work was done
by this officer he should receive extra
pay. It was not for the Committee to
deal with that, it was a duty for the
Public Service Commissioner, and he re-
peated he would like to know what the
Commissioner’s elassification was.

Mr. HOPKINS sympathised with
members who desired to introduce neces-
sary economies where possible, but in
dealing with this question it was necessary
that we should wview it entirelv on its
merits, and it was doubtful whether that
had been done. As far as the depart-
ment under review was concerned the
position was very different from that
existing in the.late Mr. Leake’s time.
Mr. Leake was Attdrney General and he
had all the e¢lerical aid in the Crown
Law Department. The gentleman wheo
was then the permanent head of the
Premier's Department was in receipi of
a salary of £600. He might have heen
intensely ornamental, but he was not use-
Tul 1o any person who might have been
Premier at that time. Tt was hardly
likely that this gentleman would take
on the duties of shorthand writer and
typist; then whai use would he be if
he were placed in the position of depart-
mental head of the Premier’s Depart-
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ment io-day. The position in the late
My, Leake’s time was precisely the same
as the position in the Agent-General’s
oflice was to-day. The departmental
head there was ornamental. He (JMr.
Hopking) had eome inio coutact with
many people who had been te England
and he had heard the unanimeys expres-
sion of opinion on every hand that the
wrong man was at the head of the per-
manent staff in the London office. To-
day the Premier's department was the
hardest and most arducus to be admin-
isteved. The Lands Department was a
departiment which the Premier had had
to give close attention to, and if he de-
termined to concentrate the large amount
of his departmental work in the Pre-
mier’s office instead of the Lands office,
was it worth the while of the Committee
to spend the evening in discussing the
matter of an expenditure of £30 on he-
half of the Premier? He would leave
the position in the hands of the Pre-
nrer and would aceept his good sense
and judgment as to whether the present
seeretary was eapable of earrying out
the work in conneetion with the depart-
ment, and if so whether he should be
given remuneration on the same lines as
other officers in the public service. He
did not hold that the Public Service
Commissioner was eapable of adjusting
the salaries of evervone in the serviee.
He expressed that view when the meas-
ure was before the House, when he gave
it his strong opposition, and if he got
the opportunity again he would oppose
it again. With regard to the expendi-
ture of the sum in question, it was
purely a ¢lerieal matter eontrolled by
the amount of energy which was im-
parted in the Premier’s Department, and
the Committee eould leave it to the gond
sense and judgment of the Premier.
Mr. HUDSOXN : Members' prineipal
task should be directed towards making
a protest against magnifyving the impori-
ance of this partieular oflice. He agreed
with the member for Greenough that we
should not disenss the observations or
merits of any particular oflicer, because
it brought him tov much in the lime
Hght and that was nol fair to other
officers in the service. He had a com-
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plaint to make, aud it was directed
against the officer in question. The Pre-
mier took this officer with him whenever
he went electioneering, and the officer
performed the duty of reporting the Pre-
mier’s speeches and sending those re-
ports to the newspapers in Perth. That
gave the .Premier an undue advantage
in some remwote places by having his
speeches veported in the metropolitan
Press. Whether the metrepolitan Press
paid the officer or not he eould not say.
If the officer did not do the work grat-
uitously the Premier should inguire into
it, and see that the reporters of the
State had an opportunity afforded them
of sending in this matter to the Press
and getting paid for it; if the officer
did it for nothing he should not be per-
mitted to do if, because of his other
onerous dufies. If he was paid for it

it was a most improper thing, because

there were others capable of doing that
work and who were entitled to be em-
ploved on the work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member for Greenough verv properly
deprecated the intrednetion of personal
element inte a debate of this character,
hut he did not put forward what was
the real issue. The real issue was small
and narrow, and It was this: what was
the work that the Premier’s Department
was called upon to earry out? If we
were  2oing 1o blindly worship every-
thing that Public Service Commissioner
gave expression to then members would
nnt know where they were. As far as
he lknew the Commissioner’s opinion
was that this officer. as long as he was
seeretary to the Premier. did not ecome
uirler the Puhblie Service Aet, and, there-
fore, the Commissioner was nol ealled
upon to elassify Lhim. When he ceased

to be the Premier's seervetary. he he-
came again a  clerk and shorthand
writer, and the Commissioner would

classify him at the ameunt of £300. The
real issue was as ta the amount of work
the Premier’s office was ecalled npon to
discharge. Tt was ecommon knowledge
that that work had grown considerably
doring recent vears. The office was the
only channel of communication between
the Commonweulth and the State, he-
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tween the State and the other States, and
between 1he State and’ the Tperial
authorities.

r. Johnson: Other Premiers have
had to do fhe same work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Federal machine was growing and it
meant a large growth in the correspon-
dence through the Premier’s Office. Tt
seemed to him that unless hon. mem-
bers were prepared fo challenge ihe
Premier, the Premier was the best
authority as to the justification of the
item. Surely no member was going to
challenge the Premier’s assurance that
the staff was not loo large. The dis-
cussion amounted to something little
short of a censure on the Premier.

Mr. BUTCHER: Holding with those
members who were opposed to these con-
stanl inereases he believed that proper
econemy  would never be instltuted in
the departments uatil all the officers
were under the Publie Serviee Commis-
sioner.  Salaries amounting in the ag-
oregate to four hundred odd thousand
pounds were being paid to officers not
under the control of the Commissicner.
He (Mvy. Buteher) quite vealised that the
officer under discussion was being work-
ed to his full capaeity. Perhaps no
other officer in the service was ¢allad
upunt to do more than was Mr. Kessell.
It weuld be absurd to ask him o per-
form  his  manifold  duties at a low
salary. Hon. members would not effect
real economies by striking off £30 from
one officer’s salary.

My, TAYLOR desired it to be clearly
understood that he was not attacking
either of the officers coneerned. He
knew Dboth of them to he painstaking,
attentive, and prompt. His oonly desire
was to attack the growth of the Pre-
mier’s Department. For vears the only
item in the Premier’s Departmeni had
heen vne salary of £500. whereas to-day
the departnient was eosting £900. Tt

"might well be said that the office was

growing, if only in the matter of cost.
If three preceding Premiers had heen
able to do with no more assistance than
that rendered by a private secretary at
£3000 a year, there was no rveason why
the office expenses should be £900 to-dav.
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The Premier: I sav there is three
times the coyrespondence to-day there
was when [ first went in.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was perfeetly easy
to make currespondence. Much of the
work done in the Premier’s Office could
he carried out in the office of the Col-
oninl Seeretary. e had no desire 10
attack the officers themselves. The elerk
at £220 was aun officer well capable of
fitling 4 much higher position.

Mr. NANSOX: The task of ihe Com-
mittee wonld hbhe made much easier
by fellowing some definite system
in eonsidering the salavies of officers.
Such definite principle would be tound
laid down in the repmrt of the Publie
Service Comnissioner for 1906-7.  In
that report. dealing with the question of
re-clagsification. the Comwmissioner had
waid

“From the evidence addueed at the
hearing of the appeals against the
classification of the elerieal divisien,
it is clear that officers de not under-
stand that the Public Serviee Act per-
mits from time to time a re-classifica-
tion of the service. When time places

Western Auslralia in the same posi-

tinn a8 New Souih Wales as regards

population and revenue, the salaries
paitd in Western Aunstralia will doubt-
less rival the salaries paid in the
mother Slate. The conneetion be-
tween salaries paid in the public ser-
viee to leading officials, and the popu-
lation of the State is 4 very intimate
wne, and the older members of the ser-
vice will remember the fime when the

population  of the State was 50.000

and the salary paid fo an under see-

retary was bat little more than hall
what it is at present. The slightest
reflection will reveal the faet that the

Rale has a staff of prineipal officers

snfficient to deal with the wanis of a

populaiion fowr times that of West-

ern Aunstralia. It is clear that the in-
dividual salary of anyv one principal
position  spread over one million
peaple is a very different thing to

spreading it over a quarter of a mil-

Hon, and that the million ean afford

lo pav al a higher rate and vet he het-

ler off than the quarier of a million
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who are by foree of circumstances
compelled to fix a lower rate of re-
muneration. Qtfcers should not blame
the Siate nor the Commissioner for an
economtic fact due to the State’s pre-
sent stage of development, bui accept
the sayving that ‘pioneers rarely rveap
the full reward of their labours.’ '’
We always discussed these questions
from the point of view of ihe officer, i
we should. as the Commissioner rerom-
mended, discuss them from the point nf
view of the taxpayer. With a popula-
tion of a quarter of a million, we could
not afford to pay what a country with a
population of a mitlion eould afford to
pay, and officers of the serviee should
look at it in this light. Half the troubles
arose hecause we did not recognise this
principle laid down so ably by the Pub-
lic Serviee Commissioner.

Vaote put aml passed.

Lands Department (Hon. N. J. Moore,
Minister).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £105,167:

The PREMIER and MINISTER FOR
LANDS (Hon. N. J. Moore) said: In
presenting the Estimates for the Lands
and Survevs Department, as well as for
the Woods and Forests Department. for
the fourth oceasion, T ean assure mem-
hers that it has given me a eonsiderable
amount of pleasure to be able to inti-
mate that there is a continued and grow-
ing demand for the land throughout the
State, and that this demand is reflected
by the work of this busy separtment
which, as most members know. is now
woing at high pressure. I do not pro-
pose to go into much detail in regard
to the revenue of the department: that
was dealt with by the Treasurer “last
night: but the fact that it is growing
rapidly is an especially gratifyving fea-
ture at this partienlar juneture. For
the vear ending 30th June last the in-
come of the department was £2062.147,
as compared with £237,852 for the pre-
vious vear. It 1= estimaied that the
revenue this vear will be £282.700. an
increase of £20.000 on last vear's in-
come: and there is every prospeei that
this foreeast will be more than reached
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if we are to go by the inerensed revenue
that has aecrued during the five months
already passed of this year. During
this five months there has been an in-
crease of something like £12,013 as com-
paved with the revenue for the corrves-
ponding period of last vear, so that it
will be seen that my estimate of a
£20000 inerease gives every prospect of
being more than realised. The inereas-
ing appreciation of the agrieultuwral ve-
sonrces of the State, together with the
increased facilities for selection, is hav-
ing a marked effect on the selection of
our rural Iands. In 1907-8 theve were
4.362 new seleetions, eovering 1,142,505
aeres taken up under conditional pur-
chase, free homestead farms, and kindred
forms of tenure, as against 3,573 selec-
fions in the previous year, ecovering
764,203 acres. Taking the tirst five months
already passed of this year, and compar-
ing them with the same period in last vear,
we find that during last year, for the first
five months, there was a total of 1,564
applieations approved covering 336,569
aeres us against 2,398 applications cov-
ering 766,437 acres for the first five
months of this vear. It is hard in dis-
seeting the selections to make a com-
plete record of the new seleciors in-
cluded in these selections, but we ecan
form a very good idea from the number
of homestead farms taken up, inasmuch
as no person is qualified to take up a
homestead farm if he is-in possession of
over 100 aeres of freehold or conditional
purchase land. We find, glancing at
these figures. ihat for the first five
months of this vear there have heen no
less than 813 new selectors who have
taken up homestead farms. The faet
that a large number of the new settlers
are men with eapital, who have had ex-
perienee boih in the Bastern Siates and
in the old counrry, is very gratifving in-
deed. Tt is pleasing to noie that some
of the men who have come to Western
Ausiralia from the old  country  have
been so suecessful during the last wear.
One English selector. who has heen set-
tled in the neichbourhood of the Eastern
Coldfields Railway, and who only took
up his land 18 months ago, this year had
no less than 200 aeres under erop, and
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was the first man to send his chaff to
market this season.

Ar. Walker: Iu what district 5 he?

The PREMIER: North of Doodlakine,
A remarkably good sigu and an evidence
of the genuine charvacter of the selee-
tion is the all-round anxiety of these
people to get on the land at the earliest
possible moment. From all portions of
the State there are returns showing the
rapidity with which the country is be-
ing transformed by these seleetors. Ex-
clusive of the Midland concessions, there
are now in this State no less than 32,000
holdings, covering some seven and A&
alf million acves held wirder conditional
improvenient  leases, homestend leases,
and similar  forms of tenure, that is,
maturing freeholds. In addition, there
are 160 million acres held under pastoral
lense, and elose on one million acres held
under timber leaze. In connection with
the timber leases;, as members are aware,
it is possible for the Government, when
the ground is denuded of marketable
timber, to resume the land. 1 see theve
is a notiee of motion on the Natice
Paper by a member whe desires to ob-
tain that information, and T am giving
insfruetions to have a return prepared
so  that the hon. member will he in a
position to know exactly the avea re-
sumed last vear. 1 have issued instruc-
tions, so far as those timber leases are
eoncerned, to varions contract surveyors
to make inspections of timber leases
and to survey hefore selection those
areas which theyv consider are suifable
for agrienltural settlement. but as I
have stated before in this House, aud
as mosf memhel's are aware, as n 1'11]E
where the best jarrah is found it is not
very good land: it is only in isolated
patches along vallevs and creeks in var-
ious puckets that there is any gond soil,
and that is generally timbeved with red
gum or blackbutt. By the classifica-
tion and survey of new country and the
pravision of railway and other facili-
ties, it s intended, as far as our re-
sources will allow, to continue to open
up paths for the advaneement of the
greal primary industries. This involves
a econsiderable outlay, but eeconomy has
not been lost sight of in.this depart-
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ment. The faci that while the work is
growing su rapidly our esiimate of ex-
penditure this vear will be oniv some
£4,0000 in excess of last vear, will mive
members some idea that notwithstanding
the inereasing selectivn going on. which
entails a ceonsiderable amount of extra
expense. we anticipate to be able to
eover the whole cost of this department
this vear with £114.000 as against
£110,948 last vear. The result of judie-
ious economy is remarkably exemplified
by the faet that in 1904, with a revenue
of nearly £80.600 less than last year's,
the expenditure was some £28,000 more
than last vear's. To give members some
idea of the cost 1o the country of taking
up a selection, [ have taken one ivpical
instance, in ordec that members may he
in a position te realise that, while it is
desirable to assist as far as paossible the
seitlement of the land, at the same time
they must recognise that it entails a
considerable cost to the State for the
first vear to put a man on the land. I
have taken a particular instance of a
new selector in the Beverley district to
vive some idea of the cost. The selector
takes up a homestead farm for which he
pars £1. He rtakes up a grazing lease
of 1.000 acres at Gs. 3d. per acre, and
the first year’s vent and the instalment
of the survey fee are £12 7:. 4d. e
takes up five 100-acre blocks of first-
class land on which the rent is £12 10s.
Thai makes a total paid Lo the revenue
brauveh of the Lands Department of £23
17s. 4d. Az against that, in ihe first
vear there is a vefund of railway fare
up to two-thirds of the deposit, sayv £1;
we supply a land guide, which, as a rule
does not ceost less than £3: the inspec-
tion of the grazing lease costs £1 10s,
and the survey of the whole cusis €40,
while the freight order for furmture and
effecis amounts to say, £12; =o the actual
eost  totals  £357 10s. incurred by the
State in the firsi vear, while the return
to the revenue braneh of the Lands De-
partment is £23 17s. 4d. Apart from ihe
actnal work of aliending -to selectors,
receiving and passing applications. the
departmental work all round bas in-
ereased by the activity in land selection.

Tast vear the department received and
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despaiched 133,000 letters, exclusive of
circulars and notifications. The convey-
aneing branch dealt with 11,747 trans-
fers, mortgages, eteeiera, an increase of
2400 over the previous vear’s figures,
while the deeds branch issued 6,430
grants. leases. and licenses. The aec-
countaney branch naturally, in view of
the increasing selection, has an ever in-
ereasing business.  “In addiilon 10 new
holdings daily being granted, this hraneh
has on its books all the holdings grant-
ed during past vears which are being
converied to freeholds, and there are
now on the books of the Lands Depari-
ment over 40,000 different accounts, and
with the preparation of land lists twiece
a vear. uupaid lists several times during
the year. the reception of numerous pay-
ments, the continued adjustments conse-
quent on amendments, transfers, eleetera,
the work in this branch is at a very
high piteh from the 1st January to the
end of December. Originally the re-
ceipts in this branch were recorded in
a simple form of registers; bnt owing to
the requirements from an audit puint of
view, a committee of aceountiants was
appointed consisting of the aceountants
of several branches with a view to
making a reecommendation. This they did
on a more elaborate system of aceonni-
ancy, embracing the use of card ledgers.
The initiation of this has been delaved,
but practically evervihing is now in
hand., and the whole system should be
completed within the next twe months.
During last vear a new system has been
introduced into the Lands Department
which has considerably expedited the
methods of dealing with applications. It
is known as the straightforward appli-
eation system. T have alveady given the
namber of selections in the last five
months amounting (o 2,718, and out of
that total no less than a half of these
applications  vere approved within
eizht davs of the application. Provided
there is only one applicaton for any
particular block and it is not necessary
to make any imspection of it, or, in the
event of it not being in a timber lease,
we can gmarantee that these applieations
will be passed without any unnecessary
delay, in some cases within three days.
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The poliey of survey before selection
has been a pronounced suecess, and is
respousible to a very great extent for
the expeditton with which we ave able
to deal with selections now. As a mat-
ter of facl something like 20 subdivisions
have been made, comprising 715,000
acres, of which no less than 500,000 acres
have heen selected. This has entailed
considerable expenditure in the cost of
survey. 1 am looking well ahead as far
as future rejuirements are concerned,
and can assure members that alikough
it'is a simple matter to talk glihly of the
necessity to, encourage people to come
here. it is a great work to fix these selee-
tors satisfactorily on the land. It is by
no means an easy task in the case of a
man who comes to a new country and
new conditions to safisfy him completely

with the selection he has taken up.
The oflicers of the department, how-
ever, are generally to be congratulated
on the efficiency with which they
have  carried out  their work in
this connection. Many of them take

a very keen interest in the question of
land settlement, and are always prepared
te do evervthing possible to assist the
selectors when they arrive in the Stale,
and are anxious to take up land. With
a view of expediting the approval of
selections as far as possible, we took the
precaution last vear to give notice of re-
samption to all the pastoral lessees in
the South-Western division, so that
next year we will be in a position, when
the survey has been completed before
selection, to take possession without un-
necessary delay, and we shall noi have
to wait, as in the past, for twelve months
to give pastoral lessees notice of resump-
tion for closer settlement. Further clas-
sifieations have been and are still heing
made in the neighbourhood of Coweow-
ing with an eye to further subdivision.
Good eountry has been found to exist
stretching from Watheroe on the Mid-
land line eastward te Lake Moore. Dur-
ing the ¢nurse of my speech on the Up-
per Chapman railway I referred to the
subdivision at Yuna where the Iand has
been surveyed and thrown open. When
making that ‘speech T referred to the
svstem adopted whereby a true valua-
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tion of the land is made by the officers
of the Lands Depuartment and Agrieul-
tural Bank in eonjunetion, and it is un-
necessary for me to repeal that sfate-
ment now, A splendid area of land to
the south of Nangeenan was lately elas-
sified by JMr. Surveyor Terry and it
shows a preponderance of first class
forest ecountry. This will be subdivided
without delay. Portion of ihe Denmark
property purchased last Mareh has been
surveyed.  The total area surveved is
3,500 acres. and it is antieipated that
we shall be able to throw it open for
selectinn about February when we have
Al-
though some ecomplaints have been made
ag to delay. we have thought it advis-
able that the land should he properly
cleared hbefore being thvown open for
selection, so that men on going ihere
will know what thexy have to face.

Mr. Bath: Are vou clearing out the
stumps?

The PREMIER: Not the hig stumps.
That is not necessary for grazing, The
timber is all ent down, bat most of the
men have now been knocked off work,
for it is dangerous af this time of the
yvear for them to work there as
they might drop matches about.
There is such a mass of tropical under-
growth there that if a man were to drop
a mateh the five would sweep through the
country and lives might he lost.

Mr. Hopkins: Have you
grass seeds there?

The PREMIER: I propose to do so.
We are arranging to buy grass seeds in
the Eastern States. My colleague, the
Honorary Minister, has taken the matter
of planting grass seeds in hand. Thereis
a splendid rainfall in the distriet, the
average being sometling like 30 inches,
and the areas should be emiuently suit-
able for closer settlement.

Afr. Bath: ‘The bulk of the rain comes
all at unee.

The PREMIER: Tt is spread over a
fairlv long peried. The Oakabella pro-
perty purchased last session by the Gov-
ernnwnt iz now being surveyed. Three
parties ave at work, and possession will be

introduced
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taken by the Government next month,
and the land will be made available as
early as possible.  Another branch of
the department. the Melbourne office, is
giving the greatest possible satisfaetion.
The suceess which has attended the es-
tablishment of the office is largely due
to the faet that we were fortunate en-
ongh tv secure the services of an officer
of the Lands Department who is posses-
sed of a great desire 10 see our lands
settled and who has shown by his work
that he has the best interests of Wesi-
ern Anstralia at heart. The classifica-
fion of the Public Service was vecently
discussed here.  Under that classifica-
tion this officer was reduced £20, vet [
considered that he was of such valve that
when the opportunity arose I placed him
in the position of onr representative in
Melhourne, although as a matter of fact
it was a very great loss to me.

Mr. Johmson: That is the advantage
of an officer coming directly under the
notice of a Minister.

The FPREMIER: Anyone who has had
experience of Mr. Gilbert, whether a
Minister or a member, will recognise that
he is one of the smartest officers we ever
had in the deparimeni. A good many
members will bear me out in that re-
speel.

Mr. Johnson: T agree, bul there are
many in the back offices who do not get
a chance.

Mr. Collier: He iz one of the smartest
men in the public service.

. The PREMIER: Mr. Ranford, a very
old officer in the department, who was
appointed lecturer in the Eastern States,
and worked with considerable success
there, has been sent to England with a
view of encouraging the right class of
settlers to come here. He has had the
most emphatie insiructions as to the class
of settlers required, and it has heen
pointed out to him that we ave relving
on hig judgment in making a selection,
I have told him my views are that I
would prefer he should discourage rather
than encourage. when he eonsiders a man
would not make a suitable settler, even
although he had the necessary qualitica-
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tion of the possession of £200 or £300.
I realise tihat very [requently a man
comes out here without any wuney at all,
and is often better fitted to zo on the
land, and more likely to be suceessful,
than a man with £200 or £300, whe js
not adapted to the hard pioneering work
incidental to the settlement of the land
of Western Australia. While carefully
studyina evpenditure whenever pessihle
I have nout neslected, when the oceasion
arose, to spend money in conneetion with
the water supplies in fhe drier agrieul-
tural districts of Western Anstralia, and
where representations bave heen made by
repiresentative bodies, we have endeav-
onred as far as possible to meet the
requiretnents promptly. Quite recently
splendid water has been struek on the
Kunjinn avea, hitherto considered one
of the driest of onr subdivisions, and

judging from the numerous requests
from the country in (he neighbour-
hood of ULake C(oweowing, a lavge

sum for water supply will have to be
expended in that region. In regard to
ather centres immediately oulside the
agricultural  areas. as the presult of a
recent visit to Kalgoorlie, T have arrang-
ed for a complete reorganisation of that
office. I found that the plans in that
oftice were obsolete and that, generally,
the branch was net up te date. I have
arvanged for plans, showing the whole
of the country between Northam and the
goldfields, to be available
these will be exchanged with the work-
ing plans in the head office every month,
so that the goldfields people will get the
most up-to-date information as {o the
country on the goldfields line. This wili
do away with the necessity for people to
make a visit to the head office as the
information to be obrained at Kalgoor-
lie will be as up to date as thai in Perth.
An innovation bas been introduced dwr-
ing the year mn regard to subdivisions
surveved before selectivn. There was
a provision that no man who at the time
of his application held more than 160
acres was eligible to apply for this eoun-
try; but it was found that inflicted a
considerable hardsbip, as in many in-
stances settlers adjoining a subdivision
wonld have 200 or 300 acres and,

there. and -
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therefore, would be debarred from
taking up any additional area. Pro-
vision has now been made that no

person shall hold more than 1,000 acres.

If a person has 500 acres we allow
him (o take up 500 acres more of
the subdivision as surveyed. We re-

cognise it is absolutely necessary, if a
person is to make a success in the dis-
iriet I refer to, that he shall have a
minimum of from 640 to 1,000 acres.
This has been horne out by a recent
report from the Agricultural Bank in
which the trustees lay emphasis on this
fact, Thev say that in the intdrests of
the Bank, we should do all we can to
encourage people fo hold 4 minimum of
at leasi 600 acres. As far as the
question. of establishing further agen-
cies in the Eastern States is concerned,
attention is being paid to that mat-
ter. It has Dbeen suguested that we
should establish a branch offiee in Ade-
lnide and another in Sydney. As far
as Adelaide s concerned, there is -no
doubt there is splendid scope therve, judg-
ing by reeent reports. From the Sur-
veyor (leneral’s report it is ascertained
that there is practically no land avail-
able in Souih Anstralia now.

Mr., ¥Loghlen: They are breaking up
large estates there.

The PREMIER: I read recently a
clipping from Mr. Peak’s speech as to
the Land Values Bill, iniroduced into
- the Scuth Australian Parliament, and
it showed there is very little land avail-
able. The speech gave instance of the
Iarge number of applications made for
one or two bloeks thrown open theve.

Mr. Bath: It 15 one of their higgest
difliculties in that State.

The PREMIER: In regard to the
suggestion of establishing an  effice in

Sydney, [ undersiand the Government
of that State are now offering liberal
eonditions so that hefore aetually decid-
ing on an agency in that State I desire
to make further inquiries. At the pre-
sent time the Lands Depariment is work-
ing at very high pressure to cope with
the number of people who are arriving
in the Stale. T do not know that I need
go into the details which I have already
referred to in the Press regarding the
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suecess altending the straightforward
issue of applications. We have adopted
a system of decentralisation in the office
itself which tends (v the smoother work-
ing of the department. Previously ap-
plications for grazing leases and other
lands went forward through the ordin-
ary rvoutine and passed on. We have
made provision now that as the appli-
cations come in they are veferved to the
elght or ten officers who are detailed for
the separate distriets. 1f an application
comes in say from Avon distriet, it is
passed on to the officer dealing with

that locality. He has lithographs «f
that distriet and the consequence is

that the officer will have a knowledye
of the particular distriet which they
otherwise would not have if the appli-

cations were treated in the ordinary
routine.  We find thus that the appii-
cations  are much more expediously
dealt with. If a man goes for infor-

mation to an offieer who has been assign-
ed any partienlar distriet, this officcr
having a knowledge of the distriet and
having the plans, the vesult is that delay
which was prevalent before the syvsten
was introduced is entirely done aways
with. With regard to the survey hranch
of the department, I may say during
the last year raral blocks surveved num-
bered 3,316, representing an area of
910,366 acres. The number of town lofs
was 2,029, representing an aereage of
4,276, while 1,024,560 acres were classi-
fied, chiefly in the Avon district, North
and South of Doodlakine. 90,000 acres
have heen inspected with a view {0 ve-
purchase for closer settlement. Twelve
new lownsites have been laid out. Fhe
cost of surveying the rural land by con-
tract was 514d. per acre. Five latitude
stations have been established and three
base lines measured, namely, Lennard,
Trwin, and Roekingham. £837 has been
spent on clearing roads within the sub-
divisions prior to selection; £10,300 has
heen spent on ringbarking, scrub-cutting,
eteetera, chiefly at Dnodlakine, Baandee,
Dinninup, Balbarrup. Ladlow, and Den-
mark; £1,900 has been spent on provid-
ing water supplies in agricultural dis-
triets; £613 has heen spent on elearing
poison off main roads within agricul-
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tural distriets: 21 standard plans have
been drawn: 8 pactialiy drawne:; 33
drawn for photo.-lithography; 178 new
20-seale eompilations and 20 8U-chain
scale; T1 new public plans; 404 new otlice
plans for agemcles; 310 amended and
coloured for land guides. eteetera: 407
surveyors’ plans and diagrams drawn
from field notes, eteetera; 4.297 diagrams
charted on standard plans and 3.874 on
working plans; 4246 charted on eom-
pilations and 1,866 on duplicates. A
map of the State to a seale of 15 miles
to the ineh was compiled for the Anglo-
French Exhibition, 53537 lithos were
received from the Litho. Department,
51379 of which were issued. In addi-
tion to that we have now made pro-
viston ihat the date of approval of the
applications shall be marked upon them.
This entails additional work but places
the selector in the position that with one
of the lithos. he is ahle to herome an
amateur inspector, inasmuch as having
the dote there, he is in a position
to judge whether the -econditions of
imprevement are being complied with. If
they are not heing complied with the sel-
eetor is then able to make an applica-
tion for the forfeiinre of the land. Otler
work in hand is the subdivision of the
Oakabella and Denmark Estates and the
temporary reserves North of Dondlakine.
The other depariment whieh comes under
the Minister for Lands is the Woods and

Forests. Hon. members will have an
opportunity  of perusing  the report
which was laid on the table of the

Honse.  From that they will see that
the revenue last vear was £22,783, while
for this vear it amounts to £23,458. The
value of the exports has been already set
out in that report. During the year six
saw-milling permit applications were
granted, aggregatring 46,000 acres. These
were applied for during the year ended
30th June, 1908, During that time one
and a half million sleepers have been
inspected prior to export.  This has
heen done. at the request of the Govern-
ments of India and South Afriea. who
asked that the sleepers should be in-
spected here, We have received in fees
for this work the sum of £1513. I do
not know that I need detain members
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any further with the figures with regard
to this branch. We are very glad io
know that there seeins to be every prob-
alility that (he trouble which was pend-
itz in connection with the timber indus-
try 1s practically over. As one who has
inken a great interest in this industry
L can assurve members it has removed a
great weight from my mind., [ realise
that the prosperity, more cspecially of
the south-western portion of the Siate
depends largely on industrial peace as
far as the timber indusiry is concerned.
It is a matter for eongratulation that
both emplovers and - emplovees have
been able to eome to an amieable under-
standing and T trust that as far ay that
industry is coneerned industrial peace
will reign for the next few years.

Mr. HOPKINS:  The Minister for
Lands deserved tn be congratulated on
the announreement he had been able to
make to the House. The eontinuned re-
cord of settlement that was taking place
was eminently satisfaetory, as far as our
expenditure on classification and surveys
had gone. What we had done in this
connection exemplified the urgent neces-
sitv for the tumediate elassification
and subdivision—he would put it the
other way. the subdivision and classi-
firation by ollicers, of the land which
they had subdivided. and when ihat was
done he would like to see the limit of
money which could he advanced by the
Agrienltural Department  inereased to
£1.000. He would venture the opinion
then that Mr. Gilbert, the efficient ofli-
eer who was in charge of the Melbourne
Agency, with anything up o 1,000
blocks for disposal. would have no dif-
ficulty in finding the hest class of set-
tlers to take up these blocks, a class
who would not be equalled in any part of
the world, In dealing with the work of
the Lanpds Department one was of neces-
sitv compelled to en back a little in s
histurv, As evidencing lhe remarkabl.-
prosperity that bad taken place. he had
previously mentioned that in 1839 the
land revenne for the quarter appeared in
the Gozernment Gazette under the head-
ing ““Casual,’”’ and the amount was £7
13s. 9d. The land revenne for last vear
was approximately £280,000.
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The Premier: They gave away an acre
of land in those days for every eighteen
pence that was brought to the country.

My, HOPRINS: Even in some in-
stances at the present time it would be
found that we were too liberal and in
some ¢ases we were not liberal enough.
We were not too liberal in dealing with
that class of the commanity we desired
to see-settled, that was the man with
very limited means. Tt was preferable
to have a good settler with limited
means trather than one who was entirely
a noviee and whe might have some two
or three hundred pounds with which
to make a commencement. The man
who had no knowledge of farming would
socn lose that amount of money; where-
as a man aceustomed to Australia, its
elimate and conditions and all its dis-
abilities, the man whe would pioneer a
home in the bhack couniry, he was the
class of man that we particularly de-
sired. He was sory to find that to-day,
as in his (Mr, Hopkins’) time, the ques-
tion of delays was one of paramount
anxiety in the administration of the af-
fairs of the Lands Department.  The
Premier had told the Committee that
there were 40,000 accounts contained in
the office of the Lands Department, and
21,348  conditional  puvchase holdings
aurrent. When une mentioned those
huge nmunbers and realised that the ac-
¢ounts were not current for to-day or
this vear but would be eurrent in all
probability for the next 20 or 30 years,
and that they waonld not siop at 40,000
but would be quadrupled inside the next
few years, it was an indieation of the
ahsurdity of endeavouring to eontinue
the present system of centralising every-
thing in Perth. That had heen a sub-
ject of anxiety to every Miuister from
the tmme of Mr. Throssell downwards.
Every succeeding Minister had found
considerable difficuliy in grappling with
that question.  The settlement of the
land originated in the time of My, Thros-
sell.  Following him was the late Dr.
Jameson, and he, because of his con-
spicuouns  ability, was subsequently of-
fered and aceepted an Imperial appoint-
ment in South Africa. After months of
arave study, Dr. Jameson, for whom he
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bad the highest admiration, iniliated and
endenvoured to perfect a scheme of de-
centralisation, having ‘for its object the
division of the State into land distriets,
which would enable the various ques-
tions to be dealt with by the local lands
officers resident on the spot. The ad-
vantage could be exemplified in many
ways. Take for example the land ag-
eney in ecentres such as Narrogin, Nor-
tham, and other districts, not forgetting
Beverley, probably the most important
of all.  With a distriet sarveyor in
charge he would be able to survey land
and classify vacant land and send in
his reports with the greatest expedition
possible. He remembered one time get-
ting out of the train at Mt Barker—
and that was the first time when it came
under his notice foreibly that there was
an urgent necessity for a re-nrrange-
ment—he struek about half a dozen offi-
cers on the little platform, each one en-
gaged in checking the work of the other
in that distriet and ultimately sending
He had found
there a conditional purchase inspector,
an grienltwral Bank inspeetor. a eon-
tract survevor, an inspecting smrvevor,
a stoek inspector, and an insect pests in-

. spector—in fact the list was so long that

the ttles had almost passed from his
memory.  However, he had jnst men-
tioned this by way of illustration. To
his mind there was ample evidence as {o
the need of immediate action in decen-
tralising the work in the Lands Depart-
ment., Following on the late Dr. Jame-
son, each succeeding Minister had left
the department fullv imbued with a de-
sire for reform and regretting only that
his term of offiece had not afforded him
opportunity of seeing that the work of
the department was decentralised. Whilst
he believed the present Premier was de-
sirons of seeing this work initiated, not
one step forward seemed to have heen
made during the last three vears. He
was forced to the econclusion that no
step had been possible, simply beeause of
passive indifference oun the part of the
Public Service Commissioner. As evi-
dencing the utter incapacity of that gen-
tleman to deal with a question of this
kind he (Mr. Hopkins) felt he was justi-
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fied in saving Lhat the Commissioner
knew nothing whatever of the inner
working of the department or of the re-
quirements of settlers in the back eoun-
try. It looked almost as though en a re-
cent storiny oceasion the Public Scrvice
Commissioner had found himself blown
into the lands Department, and before
having lime Lo get the dust out of his eyes
had escaped into the street and set about
gutting oni lis report. The following
was a sample of that report:—

“Mr. Withers, of the Land Sclec-
lion Division, whilst temporarily act-
ing  aus ils head, inaugurated a new
departure in handling Lthe applications
Lor land, which enables the work to
proceed more rapidly than  hithevto.
The deparfure consisted in the simple
device of sorting out ihe applications
into two baiches, viz.. those that fore-
shadow no complieationz into one, and
those that seem likely to be compli-
‘cated into another. The applieations
put inte the first batch went through
immediately, and were not delayed by
lhose whieh presenied difliculties. Mr,
Withers 18 0 he commended for ap-
plying so simple a remedy.’’

Unfortunately both for Mr. Withers and
Mreo Jull, My, Withers was nol (he gen-
teman who had initiated the process at
all.  Subsequently a deputation had
waited on (he Minister for Lands urging
upon him ihe desirability, in the inlerests
of the various trading firms they repre-
sented—one of the deputationists repre-
sented Messrs, Fox & Gibson—the abso-
lute necessity of not proceeding any fur-
ther with this question of deeentralisation.
1t was not quite clear what these city
tradesmen knew about the Lands Depart-
ment and ahout a work, with the necessity
for which, as he had said each succeeding
Minister sinece Dr. Jamieson had been
fully imbued. The Premier had re-
ferred to this innnvation as the “straight-
forward classification.” When in charge
of the Lands Department he (Mr. Hop-
kins} had desired a large sum of money
for the purpoese of surveys; however, his
enlleagrues had not seen fit to place at his
disposal an adequate sum. ~The position
was different to-day; Dbecause the Min-
ister for Lands was Premier also, and

(40}
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ar Premier he would nul Le dictated to.
He (Mr. Hepkins) would like to see an
unlimited sum of money made available
for the Minister for Lands in order that
all vaeant areas in the wheat distriets
should be surveyed and classified by the
surveyor who surveved them. There was
ne reason at all why a man who was
cialled a lands inspector should be more
highly qualified to elassify 1,000 acres of
whent country than was another man
known as a surveyor.  When a settler
went Lo the Lands Oflice, only loo fre-
gquently he rveturned.and said It is all
very well; what they have told mne sounds
alluring, but theye is no land swbdivided
available for seleetion”  That was the
difference between the methods of the
Government and lhuse of the Midland
Railway Company. The Midland Rail-
way Company had heen very successful
in their land operations and were able to
boast ihat at an expenditure of only 7
per cent. they had parted with a quarler
oll 2 million acres of their country. This
had been rendered possible by the process
of survey and subdivision hefore selec-
tion. 1L that policy were adopled by
the Government and enlarged upon it
would enable them to throw down a plan
on the counter of the Lands Department
aud say to the seleetor “These blocks are
vilesnl; you ean make your application
and lake your approval away with you”
e (Mr. Hopking) had been very pleased
to hear of the work done in the Denmark
distriet.  He had gone through there
same four years ago on borsehack with a
view to seeing as much as possible of the
couniry, He could say that in Gipps-
land, which he knew well, there was a
large area of forest counlry which was
Lerhaps the richest paortion of Vietoria,
and whieh was indistinguishable from the
country at Denmark. A Gippslander
blindfolded and set down in the Denmark
country would not be able to distinguish
it from Soulh Gippsiand. That was the
reason why he (Mr. Hopkins) had inter-
jeeted wiih a view to ascerfaining from
the Premier whether, after ihe bush-fire
had been put ihrough the couniry, ii was
proposed to introduce the Engiish prasses,
If these grasses were to he sown broad-
cast immediately after a fire in that dis-
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iriet he was confident that there would
resuli in the ensuing spring magnificent
fields of Eunglish grasses. For, notwith-
“standing the heat of the summer the dews
were very heavy and certain showers fell
peviodically even in the dry season. 1f
il were possible to establish the dairying
industry i any part of Western Aus-
tralin it would be in the karri and hazel
serub country around Denmark and be-
(ween Denmark and Bridgetown. While
the ordinary English grasses would in
themselves be suceessful he thought it
would be well to add to them grasses
which thrive throughout the gravelly por-
tions of New South Wales and Queens-
land. He was referring lo the trefoils
and even’to somme of the fodder thisties
that had developed in New Soulh Wales.
These seeds mixed with English grasses
would save the situation in the event of a
particularly dry summer.
Mr. Troy: What about paspalum.

Mr., HOPKINS: Paspalum was un-
doubtedly a splendid fodder grass bnt he
was not at all eertain that it would thrive
in the Denmark distriet. Strange as it
might seem, he had seen along the banks
of the Swan river at Guildford, catile
turn from paspalum to couch grass. The
Hamel district was one in which paspa-
lum could be successfnlly introduced and
grown; and in light of experience he
was 1ot sure but that the endeavour made
1y seltle that eountry. would have been
nwre suecessfol had grasses been plenti-
fully introduced as soon as the conniry
was broken up. The requirements of the
country and the future need of the State
and of the Lands Department was decen-
tratisation; and after that, survey and
classitieation by the surveyor which would
enable the department to give prompt
approvals immediately the setller pre-
sented himself at (he Lands Office. He
would like to see an inerease in the eapital
of the Agricultural Bank, and he would
like to see that institution well advertised
in the Bastern States. e desired to
wive lis unqualified approval Lo the re-
iharks of the Premier as to the value of
the services heing rendered by Mr, Gil-
heri at the Melbourne agency. Whilst
there were some firsi-class men to he found
in the Lands Department, as in cach of
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the other big departments, he held that
Mr. Gilberi was a man of conspicuous
ability.

The Premier: Yet he was reduced by
£20,

Mr. HOPKINS: As the Premier had
said, here was an oflicer whom the Public
Service Commissioner had reduced by
£20,  The value of the services rendered
te a Minister by an officer like Mr. Gil-
bert il wus decidedly very hard to esti-
mate.

s Mr. Angwin: Also his services to the
general public.

» Mr. HOPKINS : One’s enthusiasm for
this officer was due particularly to the
courtesy and consideration extended to
visitors to the Minister’s office. -

Mr. Underwood : Then it is a pity to
waste his efforts in Melbourne.

Mr. HOPKINS ; If we had the country
surveyed and classified, and forwarded to
Mr. Gilbert schedules of every piace apen
for settlement, showing the prices and
giving particulars as to the money, we
were prepared to advance to assist settlers
we could absorb thousands of successiul
settlers with money to back them up
from the Kastern States. And if we did
that we would introduce a fresh inpetus
to our slowly increasing population, and
and would help to strengthen some of the
weakening bonds of sympathy between
this State and the people of the Eastern
States. If we were able to do that and
place at she disposal of the younger gener-
ation of the Eastern States facilities to
settle in this country, we would be doing
well towards establishing ourselves as a
worthy part of Federation, and doing a
great deal towards the construction of the
trans- Australian railway we all hoped to
see at no distant date. No matter what
class of man it was who presented himself
at the office of the Minister, Mr. Cilbert
always courteously attended to his husiness
and expedited it. At a time when there
was trouble on the goldfields with regard
to the tenure of freehoids, the whole of
the time of the shorthand writers of the
office was occupied in taking statements
of cases of persons visiting the Minister,
and be (Mr. Hopkins) at that time took
the opportunity of telling MMr. Tupper,
the land agent at Kalgoorlie, that it was
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his duty as responsible land officer, when
a holder came to his office with a diffi-
culty, to make out a statement of the case
and help the man out of the difficulty,
instead of leaving it to members of Parlia-
ment to attend to. That was the prin-
ciple he tried to imbue in every officer of
the department, and it tended to increase
the efficiency of every officer, and at one
time on the public counter of the depart-
ment, he could say that every officer
realised and recognised that it was his
duty to make up a statement for a selector.
The men who went into the back country,
the average solectors, were not much
accustomed to writing leading articles or
statements of their difficulties. If a toiler
came into the Lands Office unaccustomed
to penning & stetement, we did not want
the officer at the counter to be discour-
teaus and tarn the man adrift to seek the
services of a member of Parliament. Tt
was the duty of the officer of the depart-
ment to render the help. These were
difficulties that should be overcome.
Other phases df land settlement he (Mr.
Hopkins) would deal with later on, but he
wished to express his appreciation 6f the
great work done by the Premier. When
the Premier was forming his Cabinet, he
.(Mr. Hopkins) advised him that the port-
folio of Minister for Lands could be
vensonably entrusted to the hardest
worker the Premier could find in Parlia-
ment. Perhaps, acting on that sugges-
tion, the Premier had determined to take
the portfolio himself, and could rest satis-
fied to-day with his creditable record in
the Lands Department. It was no
economy to send people coming from
England to subdue the virgin bush, work
to which they were unaccustomed ; and
he (Mr. Hopkins) would like to see every
improved estate the Crown was able to
purchase, more particularly by the issue
of debentures, purchased and made avail-
able for these English settlers who were
accustomed to intense farming and were
not accustomed to the pioneering work of
developing the outback areas.

«Mr. UNDERWOOD: We could not
finish this vote to-night. He moved—

That progress be reported.

The PREMIER hoped the hon. member
would withdraw the motion. We could
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go on at least for an hour or two, es-

pecially in view of the adjournment over

the holidays. .
Motion withdrawn,

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr, JOHNSON said he was sur-
prised at so much attention being always
devoted by members to the extension of
the advertising of Western Australia
outside the State, and to the settlement
of those from oversea on the lands of the
State, and at the fact that immigrants
from the Eastern States and the old
country wers immediately settfed on the
land, while he (Mr. Johnson) on making
application to the departinent for par-
ticulars as to where friends, who had
applied to him, could secure an area of
1,000 acres within a reasonable distance
of a railway line, could oanly get from the
officers of the department the reply,
* Tt is hard to get just now,” accompanied
by a shake of the head.

My. Hopkins: That is for want of
survey.

Mr. JOHNSON : It showed the diffi-
culty that existed, and if the land was not:
here for our own people, how was it that
we oould settle immigrants sent hcre
from the Eastern States by Mr. Gilbert,
or from the old country by the Agent
General 7 As a matter of fact, we knew
to a large extent the immigrants from
the old country were not taking up land.
Ne doubt Mr. Gilbert was doing good
work and those he sent here were bona
fide settlers. It was agreed that Mr.
Gilbert was a very capable and competent
officer. His special ability was recog-
nised on all sides. He (Mr. Johnson)
recognised it, and had said before that
Mr. Gilbert was particularly attentive
to his duty and was an officer who
deserved the special eulogies paid to him ;
but it only showed that when an officer
came distinctly under the gaze of the
Minister, promotion was very rapid. Tt
was often the case that an officer was
taken from an obscure corner of the
department, and immediately he came
under the notice of the Under Secretary
or the Minister, the officer shot wup
straight away. It was particularly un-
fortunate that Ministers did not come
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into contact with all their officers,
otherwise they would have an oppor-
tunity of picking men out and pushing
them ahead the same as Mr, Gilbert was
pushed ahead. No doubt Mr. Gilbert was
not the only bright officer in the depart-
ments of the State. There were others
quite as capahle and as bright, but they
were in the background, because they did
not get an opportunity to show their
ability. Mr, Gilbert had the opportunity
to show that he possessed ability, con-
sequently his advancement was rapid ;
but there were others equally as capable
who could show that they possessed
special ability if the opportunity pre-
sented itself. While prepared to admit
that this officer was doing good work,
and that he sent us the required stamp of
land settlers from the Eastern States,
settlers we needed, considering the vast
amount of land we had in our State and
the necessity for settling it as fast as
possible, still, one could not admit the
same conditions prevailed in connection
with those sent irom the old country.
In nine cases out of 10 the men sent out
here ag agricultural labourers knew
absolutely nothing about agriculture, and
were totally unfit to take up land. In
Beverley recently he had come across an
immigrant. This immigrant had been
assisted to the State through the Agent
General’'s office, and said that he had
come from an agricultural family, and had
heen brought up on the land and possessed
vast knowledge of it. This man had
little money, only sufficient to take up
1,000 acres 30 miles from Beverley. He
was sent to see him (Mr. Johnson) to
find ont what steps he would take to get
assistance from the Agrioultural Bank.
This man’s statement was that he went
into the Lands Office and was shown a
plen of land available, and that he took
up 1,000 acres ; he had not even seen it,
Whean asked what the land was like, this
immigrant replied that the officers in the
department had told him it was good
white sand. - He (Mr. Johnson) could
only inform the man that if it was that
kind of land he would not get very much
assistance frorn the Agricultural Bank.
Cases ‘had occurred where selectors had
been teken out by a land agent to a
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certain district and advised to take up
property at 10s. an acre. These men
had gone to the expense of fencing the
property, but when they made eppli-
cation to the Agricultural Bank for
assistance their land was valued at only
3s. 8d. an acre. There was a case of an
engine driver at the Boulder, which was
very similar to that. On one occasion
when driving in the Wickepin area he
(Mr. Johnson) came across a selection
and on inquiring as to the owner of it,
learned that he had been an engine driver
at Boulder, whom he knew. There was
no doubt that the land was of little value
s0 he advised the settler to apply for
assistance to the Agriculturat Bank, so
that he would get the actual value. The
value placed upon the land lJy the Bank
was Ds. an acre.

« Mr. Heitmann : They
advance anything on the land.

*Mr. JOHNSON : This engine driver
was encouraged to go on that land by the
land agent. - e

would not,

- Mr. Hoplkins: That. is & pomt. you
want to be very sure about.
Mr. JOHNSON: That man spent

money on fencing, but when he made an
application to the bank, was not granted
an edvance, and the land was abandoned.
That was the sort of treatment meted
out to our own people. .

Mr. Hopkins: There are some settlers
who should be protected against them=
selves, and the trustees have placed that
view on record.

Mr. JOHNSON : To go back to the
immigrant. It was easy to see that that
man knew nothing about Australian
farming, and it was doubtful whether he
knew anything about any kind of farming.
After throwing up his block he worked at
a livery and bait stable. He was not
much good at that for he broke one or
two vehicles, and eventually he was told
by the manager that he must go. - This
man was really no good for the conditions
of Australia, as he refused even to get up
early in the morning to feed the horses.
When he was given his discharge he
burst into tears, and said that he had
lost all his money through being en-
couraged to take up land that was no
good ; that he was thousands of miles
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from home, and heappesaled for sympathy.
That was a description of the sort of im-
migrant sent out from England. At the
same time we were endeavouring to lead
people to believe these men were genuine
settlers. 'There were hundreds of men in
our midst, men of Australian experience
who would make ideal settlers, but yet
they were unable to secure suitable land.

Mr. Hopking: If the land is surveyed
and classified those men will soon be sup-
plied with Jand.

« Mr. JOHNSON : The class of settlers
to which he had referred would never
de anything towards the future prosperity
of the State. They took up land and
abandoned it, and subsequently someone
else would come along and take it up
again. Certainly there was & percentage
of good men being obtained from the
Eastern States, but he wounld like to see
the endeavour to secure settlers from the
old country absolutely abandoned. Had
he the power he would withdraw every
lectarer that was in the old country, even
inclading Mr. Wallace Nelson.

Mr. Scaddan : Leave him there, do not
bring him back to us ; be kind to us.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Agent General
should be instructed to discontinue the
endeavour to secure land settlers from
over-sea.  The special advantages of
‘Western Australia as compared with
Canada and other places could be adver-
tised in England, but the CGovernment
should not go to the extent of sending
round lecturers to paint pictures of the
State which were found to be quite untrue
when the people arrived here. Such an
expenditure was an absolute waste, and
shonld be discontinued. If the Premier
would say to members that there was such
and such a guantity of land in a given
locality, settlers could be secured for that
land immedistely. Personally he could
get a eouple of hundred men to take up
land to-morrow if he could tell them
where it was available. He would like a
block himself. It was to be -admitted
that he was pretty hard to please, for he
wanted good land, but he could not find
it. He had been trying for five years to
find & good block within reasonable
distance of a railway, and he had come to
he conelusion that he had better save
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his money, se that when someone was
tired of farming he would be able to pur-
chase a property close to a railway system.
It was no use trying to get land near a
railvay. He desired to epeak plainly
about the general administration of the
department. There was no more un-
pleasant task than to criticise the ad-
minijstration of a department, and he
wanted members to believe that when
dealing with this question, he was doing
$0 in the public interest. He had no
personal -aniinus against anyone in the
Lands Department, but his desire was to
speak plainly about the gentlemen who
administered it. The Premier led the
Committee to believe that he was satisfied
with the administration. Members knew
however, that there was no department
that received more criticism at the hands
of the general public than the Lands
Department. Members knew well also
that there was no department in the State
that wanted a stronger governing hand.
The Public Service Commissioner in his

* report had drawn special attention to the

lax administration there. He wished to
cross swords with the member for Bever-
ley in connection with the Commissioner.
He (Mr. Johnson) was one of those who
championed the sappointment of this
officer and he had every confidence in the
Act. He believed in the Commissioner
because it was possible to get a fairer deal
from him for the civil servant than from
Ministers, who were subject to political
influence. Members had an illustration
only on the previous night of an appoint-
ment made behind the back of the Com-
missioner, The Commissioner had had
vast experience of one of the largest de-
partments. if not the largest department,
in the State. Mr. Jull was Under Secre-
tary for Works when the Works Depart-
ment was a huge concern and was spend-
ing large sums of money, and was also
controlling the working railways, and it
was because of his experience that he was
specially selected by the Government of
the day to fill the position of Com-
missioner. It was regrettable that the
present Government was not working
with that officer as members would like
to see. Members were found going to the
goldfields and other parts of the State



1180 Annual Fetimales :

complaining that the Comrnissioner in
his duties was hampered by the Govern-
ment and that the Government gave him
no encouragement because he would not
agree to their anxiety to use "political
influence in connection with appoint-
ments of officers to the public service.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

The Minisier for Worka : Conld the hon.
member quote an instance where political
influence had been used %

Mr. JOHNSON: He could give one
striking illustration where an officer last
year was appointed to e position under
the Factories Act after a strict exam-
ination ; his services were dispensed with
and an immigrant was put in his place
without the Public Service Commissioner
being consulted. There were other illus-
trations also. But with regard to the
Lands Department the great diffiealty
in connection with the administration
was the fact that the department was
too large for the member who was charged
with its administration, because he also
had to fill the office of Premier. The
combination of Premier and Minister
for Lands was too much for one man to
handle. The Premier was often called
away from his office and in his absence a
system has been introduced by which
papers were signed with a rubber stamp.
In fact it seemed to be & ‘‘ come-day-go-
day-God-send-Saturday ">  arrangement,
and it was absolutely impossible for the
public to get that attention and con-
sideration that they were entitled to.
The time had arrived when they should
have a stronger man to act as Under
Secretary for Lands. Mr. Clifton was a
very estimable gentlernan and a gentle-
man for whom he had the highest respect,
but Mr. Clifton was not the man to
administer such a huge concern as the
Lands Department. And the general
public were also of the opinion that the
time had arrived when an alteration
should be made in that particular office.
Again he wished to say—and he regretted
having to do so—that too much time
was spent by the various officers of the
Lands Department in St. George’s
Terrace. There was too much going out
for refreshments, and there was too
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little attention given to work and to
Government duty. This was due to the
fact that there were three or four gentle-
men filling offices in the Lands Depart-
ment, who were practically independent
of their Governinent salaries. There
were several officers there who were in
receipt of large incomes outside their
official salaries, and consequently these
men were indifferent to their duties, and
when it was found that the heads of the
departments were indifferent, it would
also be found that there was want of
discipline on the part of the subordinates.
In connection with the subordinate
officers too many of them were to be
found running up and down the corridors
executing commissions possibly on the
Perth and other cups, running books in
the corridors, and generally a state of
disorganisation which was due to the
faet that the superior officers were men
who were indifferent to their duties, and
who did not command that respect from
their subordinates which was essential to
good administration. He had no hesita-
tion in saying that an honest inquiry into
the general administration of the Lands
Department would disclose evidence that
would startle the people of Western
Australia, so lax was the general organ-
isation of the department. One blunder
which had been made was in connection
with some econditional purchase land at
the terminus of an agricultural railway.
The son of an officer of the Lands Depart-
ment, apparently in possession of some
inside information, had secured the free-
hold to five acres of conditional purchase
land in close prox1m1t-y to the terminus of
& railway. - oo S |

The Honorar J Minister : VVhy should
he not ? .
Mr. JOHNSON : One question was as

to how he obtained the information which
would lead to his picking upon that par-
ticular piece of land. Again, how had he
managed to secure the freehold to con-
ditional purchase land ? He (Mr. Johnson)
wag referring of course to the Wickepin
railway. Right at the terminus of the line
this son of an officer of the Lands Depart-
ment was building an hotel on the five
acres of land which he had secured. The
whole thing seemed to be absolutely
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wrong, and could have been made possible
only through collusion between officers of
the department and those outside.

- Mr. Collicr : That man’s relatives were
opposed to his obtaining a licence.

« Mr. JOHNSOXN : The matter had been
referred to as a public scandal. 1f any
explanation were possible it surely was the
duty of the Premier to give it to the Com-
mittee. Another instance of the bung-
ling of the department was to be found
at Narrogin, where certain selectors had
held more land than they were entitled
to. Inthe fulness of time they had sold
the dand, and the purchaser mace an
application , for transfer. 1t was then
discovered that the man selling had been
holding too much land. Notwithstand-
ing this the transfer was put through.
It had then become a precedent, and other
persons on hearing of it made application
for more land than they were really en-
titled to. And on the strength of this
precedent their applications had been
grantect. He (Mr. Johnson) was going
to ask for the papers in connection with
these transactions. He thought he had
said sufficient to justify the general accus-
ation of lax administrasion of the depart-
ment. The heads of the department did
not give that attention to their different
branches which was necessary to secure
the discipline of those immediately under
them. The supericr officers were running
about the streets after refreshments, and
the subordinates, trading on the liberty
taken by the superiors, were in turn
trotting along the corridors and down
the siwreet. He would be glad if the
Premier would tell them why temporary
hands were put on at a reduced salary to
perform  work hitherto done by per-
manent hands. This system was not
confined to the Lands Department. He
(Mr. Johnson) could give numerous in-
stances of people complaining of the
dealings of the Lands Department—
dealings that reflected anything but
credit on the officers. He would recom-
menct that the Premier should work in
better amity with the Public Service
Commissioner. The Public Service Com-
missioner was continually referring to
the disorganised and unsatisfactory con-
dition of affairs in the Lands Department.

[18 Drceuper, 1908.]

Commiitee of Supply 1191

The Premier: Has he been inside the
department within the last twelve
mouths?

My, JOHNSON: We had the Commis-
sioner's report to go by.

The Premier: He has written a report
and given eredit to an officer who knew
absolutely nothing about the reform.

Mr. JOHNSON would rather take the
information from My, Jull in regard to
this matter, than from the officers of the
depariment.

The Premier: You will get it from
him; he has acknowledged it.

Mr. JOHNSON: Then onc musi ae-
cept it; but the Public Service Commis-
sloner was an offieer of the House; and
while he (Mr. Johnson) was a member
of the Assembly, he would protect the
Publie Service Commissioner as the ser-
vant of the House, and would not allow
Ministers Lo browbeat him. Ministers
tried to cover up their own incapacity by
attacking Lhe Public Service Commis-
sloner.

The Premier: You ought to talk about
Ineapacity.

Mr. JOHNSON: If was the duty of
members of Parliament to protect the
servanls of Parliament, and the Public
Service Commissioner was as much a
servant of Parliament as was the Audi-
tor General. He (Mr. Johnson) was
prepared ic take Ar. Juil’s report as
gospel until AMr. Jull was prepaved (o
admit having made a mistake. Sufb-
cient iMustrations had already been given
to-night from these who came into con-
tact with the Lands Departmeni to show
that the department was not adminis-
tered as satisfaetorily or as economie-
ally as it might be; and while this con-
dition of affairs existed, it was essential
that members of Parliament should
raise their voices in stronger protest,
than we had been doing year by year
simply asking the Premier to devote
special attention to the department, and
being told year by year that a few thou-
sands were being saved. Members
should raise their voices to see that pro-
per economy was effected; and thou-
sands could be saved if the Premier
would anly devote sufficient attention to
the deparfmeni. No doubt ihe Premier
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was overworked. 1t was absolutely im-
possible for him to do justice to the two
portfolios, and while we had the eom-
bination we would not have eclose ad-
ministration in the Lands Department,
that close adminisiration that was essen-
tial to give satisfaction to the people of
the State. He challenged the Premier
to hold an inquiry, and was satisfied he
could convinee the country that the de-
partment was not being administered as
the Premier would like us to believe.

Mr. Hoplins: It will never be until
we have decentralisation.

Mr. BATH: The member for Guild-
ford had brought forward matters that
called for investigution by the Premier
al the earliest moment. He (Mr. Bath)
had kpown of matters that had caused a
great deal of (rouble and eritieism of
the department, but these matlers men-
tioned by the member for Guildford were
a great deal more serious, and should be
investignted, and should have light
thrown on them at the carliest possible
moment. The chief eause of complaint
against the Lands Department was, that
while a specially quick method had heen
adopted to deal with a certain eloss of
applieations. (his very fact of special
atiention beiug shown to the one class
retarded dealing wilh applicalions in
olher directions, and caused those an-
noying delays that aroused eriticism and
had the worst effect in discouraging ihe
land seleetion we desired to encourage
in Wesiern Australia.  Whatever lines
of conduct were adopted to eneourage
se(tlement. we shonld net give better or
preferential treatment to selectors from
outside the Staie over those secking land
from within our own boundaries; for en-
couragement, if encouragement he given,
should be given equally to all. People
in our midst who had been here for years,
taxpayers and good citizens, were at
least eniitled to the treatment meted ont
to settlers from over the sea, or from the
Eastern States. The member for Pil-
bara on a previous oceasion had brought
forward the instance of settlers beine
shown a plan upon which bleeks taken
up a month previously were noi marked.
Those selectors had visited country to
the North of Tammin, and inspected
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blueks, bul had found on going tu the
Lands Office that the blocks had been
taken up months before and, in some in-
stances, surveved. 8o all their efforts
and expenditure had gone for nothing.
He (Mr. Bath) had reeeived several let- *
ters from Lhe goldfields, asking for in-
furmation as to where land was availuble
s0 as to save the inguirers the expense
and loss of time occasioned by visiling
the different parts of the State in
searech of land; and he bad gone to
the department and been told in a gen-
eral sort of a way that there was land
in this distriet or land in that district.
Some of these people had left their
work, and had eome down at a consider-
able cxpense and loss of time to visit
the distriets indicated, only to find that
the land was not available. He had met
them at Tammin making inquiries, where
the only land now available was sand-
plain or serub eountry, only useful to
hold in eombination with first-class land
and of no use when laken by itself. We
should save these people Lhis annoyanee
of going from place to plaee in search of
land, and of being teld in a general way
{hat land was available, and we should
save them the disappointment. One or
two of thuse setllers veferred to had evi-
dently got land, but it was net from the
knowledge of the land agent supposed
k¢ be there to give them first-hand local
information and (o take them without
loss of time or delay to the places where
Iand was available. He (dMr. Bath) was
present with the member for Pilbara
on the eceasion men in search of land
found blocks shown as vacant on the
plan, but these men on applying at Nor-
tham were told that it was no use ap-
plying for the land as it was not avail-
able.  Afterwards another geuntleman
arrived, made the application for, and
received, the land. 1le had been in-
formed (hat in one instance the Lands
Department eranted a conditional pur-
chase of an area of land upon whlich an
agrieultural hall had been erected.

The Premier: Where was that?

Mr. BATH: He could not state the
exact locality. The grant took in one
wall of the agricultural hall. If inquiries
were made it would be found that this
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statement was correct and a thorough in-
quiry zhould be made. In another in-
stance, where ihe holders of certain areas
had forfeited their land for not fulfilling
the conditions, they sold the land, and hy
doing so made themselves liable to an
action at law, The department were ap-
proached on the matter, and although the
land had been granied to another indivi-
dual, it was reinstated in the original
holders, although they had forfeited.
They were again given possession of the
land. Instead of this firm laying them-
selves open to an actien at law, the
(Government took over the Hability.
Sueh  wmatters ealled for investigation.
He agreed with other members that
the depariment was too big for a
Minister who was alsn  Premier to
control. The Premier should take over
some other department of less responsi-
bility, and a Minister should be appointed
to control the Lands Departmeni who
could devote 1he whole of his time to ad-
ministration and supervision. That after-
noon he asked a question as fo what areas
of land within a reasonable distance of a
railway were avsilable. It would be in
the interests of many of our own citizens
‘for this information to he made available,
so that thev could bhe absolutely certam
that in specified loealities first-elass land,
within a reasonable distance of a railway,
was available for (hem. There were
many on the fields to-day who, if they
continned in their preseni mining em-
ployment for a few years, were faced
with a certainty of being attacked by the
disease known as wminer’s plague. JMany
of them were not 40 years of age, but
they would be absolntely useless in a few
years 50 far as manuzl labour was con-
cerned. To them the possibility was ter-
rible, and to-day many who had saved a
little money would be only too glad. if
they conld get_suitable land in a locality
near a railway, to become settlers, and so,
to a large extent, minimise the terror of.
the complaint from which they suffered.
In order that these men shonld not be put
to nnnecessary expense, loss of time and
trouble, reliable particulars shonld be
made available as to the localilies where
suitable land could be taken up.  This
would be a boon to many miners. The
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Premier, as all knew, was honestly desir-
ous to secure land settlement, and in faei,
he would not be worthy to be called a son
of the soil if he were not, hut unless he
could give personal contrel the work
would not be carried out effectively and
without annoyanece 10 the general publie.

The Treasurer: He is doing mueh bei-
ter work than any of his predecessors.

Mr, BATH: The Treasurer did nothing
but assert, assert, assert, and if a yues-
tion were awkward he dodged it. His
eriticism, made in a friendly fashion
so far as the Premier was concerned,
could De accepted with ten times the
advantage by the Treasurer—advan-
tage not only to himself, but also to the
public.

The Treasurer: Always whining.

Mr. BATH: The extent of the Treas-
nwrer’s eapacity seemed to be to sneer,
and this country wanted something better
than a Mipister snecring at menmbers,
whichever side of the House they oceu-
pied. The instance mentioned by the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson}
called for investization at the carliest
possible moment.

Mr. HEITMANN : The Premier, in his
desire to settle people on the land, seemed
to forget that the most desirable ¢lass of
settlers Lie could get were the people who
had resided in the State for some iime
and were anxious to get blocks of land.
It might be news to the Premier and the
Minister for Agrienlture, who was inter-
esied in the ynestion of land setilement,
that he (Mr. Heitimann) could take up
10,000 acres of land to-morrow if he could
secure suitable areas, for the people on the
flelds. Whenever he made inquiries with
regard to land he had received the hest
possible treatment from the deparimental
officers, but he was always met with the
story that there was no suitable land avail-
ahle within n reasonable distance of a
railway. If the Premier were to send an
agent to the Murchison with the informa-
tion that people there could obtain land
within a reasonable distance of a railway,
there would be no need io go out of the
State for settlers. for in a week there
would be 100 applicants for land. He
could say this with certainty, on account of
the number of applicalions he had receiv-
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ed in Day Dawn apnd Cue from people
desirons of taking up land. This elass of
man was wmuch hetter than the one now
being brought from the old country. Re-
cently. when travelling thvough the Mur-
chison, he met two of the English immi-
grants. They had been advised by the
Labour Bureau to go to the Murchison,
and were endeavouring to make a living
by cutting firewood. They conld not cut
sulficient to “boil a billy,” as the expres-
sion was, and the Australians and Ttalians
wha were working near them were foreed
to assist them to emm sufficient to keep
them alive,

The Preasurer: It does not take a long
fime io learn to cut firewood.

Mr, HEITMAXNN: These men were
useless, and they could nol earn tucker.
A shipload of immigrants came here some
time ago, and of the number one had
been empioyed in a pawnbroker's shop,
another was a carpenter, and another a
labourer, and all the experience of the
whole shipload of immigrants as. to agri-
culivre was possessed by one man, who
had been buying grain in some parts of
England for a master. These men were
met at Fremanfle with an ¢laborate letfer
of weleome, and were advised to call at the
Labour Buarean; when going there, the
superintendent advised them io seek work
and not to go on ihe land at first. Per-
haps in that advice he was right.

The Treasurer: Were they not advised
fo go on farms as lahourers?

M. HEITMANN : One man had deter-

mined fo go on the land, and despite the

advice he veceived from the officers of
the Immigration Department, he took up
a selection. Another man came with £10,
and another with £2 10s., and both said
they were going on the land. Tt was use-
less to bring this class of man to the
country. TI was ervel to bring the labour-
ing class here to compete with an already
over-siocked market. He had searched
for some land and had been advised to go
to different parts of the State. Recently
he went out 40 miles from the railway,
and in this connection he desired to refer
to the work dene by the Lands Depart-
ment at Tockyer’s estate. There he
noticed the immense amount of ‘work
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which had been earrvied out by the depart-
ment in connection with surveying hlocks
and elenring roads in  every direetion.
The idea was good, but when spending
money in this direction the department
should also endeavour to locate water.
Money would be well spent if the Govern-
ment sent a horing party out therve, be-
eause it would be very convenient for the
settlers to know wheve it was possible to.
find water. Boring parties were sent to
the goldfields, and while surveying blocks
in agricultural aveas, the same thing
should be done hy the Lands Department
for the settlers. Drills shounld be lent to.
the settlers who could use them, He
agreed with the reference that had been
made to decentralisation; instend of the
whole business being forced through the
Perth office it shonld be distributed in
the various centres. The same thing
applied to the Mines Depariment. The
system could be adopted there with ad-
vantage. A good deal more work was
being ereated by having to do it in Perth.
The system adopted in New Zealand of

cutting the State up into registra-
tion  distriets was one that eould
well be adopted here. The  settler

would then have less trouble te get his
land, and there would be less work for
the department. He had met many dis-
appeinted applicants for land. He knew
of one man who had applied for a block
of land outside the Geraldton distriet,
and after six or nine menths humbng-
gmg in the department had made no
advanee. He (Mr. Heitmann) inquired
into the ease for him, and was informed
by the Lands Department that the sur-
render of the land in question by the
previous holder was out of form, and,
therefore, the man could not get the
land until the surrender was put inte
proper order. This man was not able
to get such simple information uniil a
member of Parliament went to his assist-
ance. From his experience, it was very
difficult for a man to get good land in
Western Australia. He knew of four
or five people who were anxious at the
present time fo beeome settlers, and he
knew that they would make good sefi-
lers. These people should be encouraged
in every possible way to go on the land.
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He never lost an opportunity of advis-
ing a mner to setile upon the land. IE
we offered suffictent facilities to enable

this class of the community to take up’

agrienltural land, there would be no
need to go to the old country for immi-
grants.
Mr. ANGWIN moved—
That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a divigion taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . ‘. .. 19
Noes | .. .. .. 18
Majority for .. o1
AYES.,
Mr. Angwin P Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath Mr, Seaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Troy
Mr. Gourley Mr. Underwood
Me. Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Ware
Mr. Jacoby Mr, A, AL Wilszon
Mr. Johnson Mr. Bolton
Mr. Nansen ! {Telter).
Noss.
Mr. Barnett Mr. Mitckehn
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Davies Mr. N. J. ilvere
Mr. Gordon Mr. 8. F. Mocre
Mr. Gregory \ Mr. Osborn
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Price
Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hopkinsg Mr. Layman
Mr. Keepan (Teller}).
Mrt. Male

Motion thus passed.
Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Clovernor received
and read notifying assent to the Land
and Inecome Tax Bill

ADJIOURNMENT—CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.
On motion by the Premier, ordered:
Thai the House at its rising adjourn
antil Tuesday, 5th Janvary. at 430 p.m.

House adjourned at 11.33 p.m.

[6 Jaxuvary, 1909.]

Wines, Beer, elc., Rill. 1195
Qegislative Council,
Tuesday, 5th Janvary, 1909.

_ Pace

]pera resented . 1195
15 : Wines, Beer, and’ Spu’n Sale Act Amend-

wment, Com. ... 195
Workers' Compenmnou Act Amendinent, "ﬂ

Com 1196

Fines and Penalties Approprmllon 28., Com 1108

Fremantle Disused Cemetery, Com. ... 1201

Victorin, Pork Mumclpnl I:Iounduﬂes Dis-
charged .. 1201

The President took the Chair
e, and read pravers,

at 4.30

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colowial Secretary: 1, Roads
Act, 1902—By-laws under PParks and
Reserves Act, 1895, of the Kalgoorlie
Roads Board. 2, Department of Agricul-
ture— Annual Report for 1908. 3. Pub-
Tie Service Commiszioner—Third Anpual
Report, 1908.

BILL—WIXES, BEER, AND SPIRIT

SALE ACT AMENDMENT.
In (ommitice,
The CHAIRMAN : Progress had
heen reported after econsideration of

Clauze 10, and on a new elause moved by
ihe Hon. 3. T. Moss as follows :(—%(1.)
Every packet licence granted hefore or
atter the passing of this Aect shall author-
ize the waster of the vessel therein men-
tioned, being a vessel licensed to carry
passengers wiihin the State of Western
Australin, to  sell and dispese of any
hquor o any passenger on board af such
vessel while sueh veszel is an her passage,
Provided that the provisions of Section
sixty-one of the prineipal Act shall nof
apply to a packet licence. Provided also
that no liecence shall he necessary to
anthorise the granting of allowances of
licuor to the erew of any vessel. (2.)
Section six of the principal Aet i hereby
repealed.”

New clanse agreed to.

The COLONTAL
moved—

That the Bill be returned to the Leg-
islative Assembly vrequesting them to
make the umendments agreed to in Com-
mittee, and that the Commiitee hare
power to sit again on receipt of a mes-
sage from the Legislative Assembly.
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